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fina, Was it intended that & megistrate
should send a man to goal for two years ?
Hon. A. G. JENKINS : The clause had
been taken from the present Act.
Hon. M. L. MOSS moved an amend-
ment—
That in line 7 the words ** two years ™
be struck out and “ six months > be in-
gerted n liew.

Hon. A. . JENKINS: That period
would hardly be sufficient.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Two years was
proetty stiff punishment for breaking a
glass ; moreover he did not know of any
instances where a magistrate had the
power to send a person to gaol for two
years.

» Amendment put and passed ; the new
clause, a3 amended, agreed to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 9.41 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PETITION—PUBLIC SERVICE
GRIEVANCES.

Mr. BROWN presented a petition
from the Public Service Association
praying for the redress of certain griev-
anees.

Petition received.

QUESTION—PUBLIC SERVANTS’
SALARIES.
Mr. TAYLOR asked the Premier: 1,
Have any promises been made to any
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officers in the service to grant tbem re-
trospective rises in payment of salary?
2, If so, have they been complied with?
3, What are the names of the officers, and
the amounis due or paid under those pro-
mises? 4, 1f they have been paid, out
of what vote?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
No. 3, E. A. Mann, Government An-
alyst, and C. J. Matthews, Chief Inspec-
tor of Machinery. The amount due has
not” yet been determined. 4, Answered
by No, 3.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Commitiee adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1909-10.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from 26tk November;
Daglish iu the Chair.

Works Department (Hon, Frank Wil-
son, Minister).

Vote-—Public Works
£129,428:

Roads (new works) £10,500:

Ttem, Roads throughout the State,
£10,500:

Mr. BATH: Had the Minister yet ar-
rived at any decision in regard to the
disposal of this item, about whieh there
had been so much diseussion on Friday?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
accordance with promise the matter had
been inquired into, as a result of which
it had been found that it was impossible
to treat the estimated amounts, as item-
ised, in the manner desired by certain
hon. members. Consequently, there was
no alfernative to deleting the item and
bringing it in as sopplementary Esti-
mates, when the details could be dealt
with separately. With that objeet he
moved —

That the ttem be struck out.

Amendment passed.

Bridges (new works), £1,767:

Item, Gosnell’s Roads Board, tar pav-
ing Gosnell's and Bickley bridges:

Mr. BATH: This seemed rather an ex-
traordinary item. Surely it was sufficient
i the State built the bridges, without

Mr.

and Buildings,
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going to the expense of tar-paving them.
If the people in the distriet wanted such
Inxuries (he local governing bodies should
supply them,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
While rather inclined to agree with the
hon. niember, he understood that the tar-
paving was necessary to complete the work
of praetically rebuilding the bridges. It
had been found that the tar-paving pre-
served the decking of the bridges.

Mr. BATH: This was a provision that
the Committee should not be ealled upon
to make. 1f the bridges were buili by the
Government in the first place, the local
governing hodies should ecarry out the
necessary repairs, This provision did
not appear i respect to other bridges.

The Minister for Works: Some of the
others are bheing maeadamised.

Mr. BATH: Could the Minister tell
the Committee the original cost of the
bridges?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
fignres had been supplied to him as te
the original cost of the bridges.

Mr. JACOBY: When the department
built the bridges it was intended to make
provision for macadamising them, but
there was some doubt as to whether that
system was better than tar-paving. The
sum might well have been put in as part
of the original cost of eonstruetion.

Mr. BOLTON: A bridge was recently
built by the Government aeross the Swan
and part of the work was to macadamise
it. It was decided, however, to do that
at a later date. The bridge was not yet
completed and it might well be that on
the next Estimates an additional expendi-
ture for tar-paving would be shown.
Probably the item under diseussion was
in a similar position.

Ttemn, Guildford municipality, repairs
Helena River bridge (one-third cost)
£780:

Mr. SCADDAN: What work was to
be done in connection with the bridge?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was originally intended that very exten-
sive additions should be put in hand as
to this and two other bridges. They were
to have been widened and metalling done,
the roads bhoard district in which they
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were to contribute two-thirds of the cost.
As the bridges were to be handed over to
their control the boards asked tbat they
shonld be put in repair before this was
done. Tosiructions were given that the
work should be taken in band, but no
provision was made for widening or any-
thing else as was originally saggested.
As the estimated cost of the work was
£650, the sum meniioned in the Estimates
would not he reached.

Mr. SCADDAN: An officer of the de-
pariment should be sent to make an in-
vesligation of the work, as it was nothing
more than a disgrace, the bridge being
almost impassable. Was the bridge to be
maeadamised and handed over, or was
it to be re-tarred?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
idea was that the bridges should be putin
order before being handed over. The wood-
work wuuld be repaired and a new deck-
ing provided. There was nolhing about
macadamising. 1f the work were not
being carvied out properly he would be
very glad to send an inspector out. The
authorities complained that they were
called upon to take over bridges and
maintain them, but that they were in a
bad state of repair, so he had promised
that they would be put in good order
first.

Harbours and Rivers, £10,300:

[tem, Bunbury lagoon improvements,
£250:

Mr. SCADDAN: A similar som of
money was voted last year and nof spent;
perhaps the member for the district
would say why the money had not been
expended.

The PREMIER: The local eouncil had
spent something between £1,000 and
£1,500 in connection with the filling up
of this lagoon. It was an eye-sore and
unhbealthy, and the work was necessary.
The couneil had done very good work in
the matter already. No donbt the money
was not advanced last year beecause the
couneil had not the plant sufficient for
filling in the lagoon.

Item, Cottesloe, reconstruction of
buildings (pound for pound), £125:

Mr. BOLTON: Donbtless the recon-
struetion of the buildings was necessi-
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tated owing to the damage done by the
storm during the winter; but it seemed
peculiar that this grant should be made
in pne ease and refused in another. He
had made a similar request for a grant
in  conuection with North Fremantle,
where very great damage had heen done
by the same storm, bathing sheds, electrie
light poles, etcetera, having been des-
troyed. He, however, was refused the
grant, but the member for Claremont
had been able to get one. What was the
reason for the discrimination?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Cottesloe beach structures suifered very
severe damage last winter from the
storm, and the munieipal council spent
£300 to replace them. He did not know
why the renuest of the memher for North
Fremanile was refused. The Cottesloe
Beach was resorted to hy tens of thou-
sands of Perth citizens and others, and
the place was very conveniently situated
for the residents of the capital and of
the suburban municipalities. It was
thought desirable, therefore, that some
assistanee should be given to make good
the damage. The stipulation of a pound
for pound subsidy was a safeguard that
the local people should not spend the
£125 only. He had been told that the muni-
eipal council had spent £500 in repairing
the damage.

Mr. BOLTON: North Fremantle had
spent a large sum from their loeal funds
on the improvements to the beach for
the residents of the State, and only one
small grant had been made to them by
the Government, while Cottesloe had re-
ceived £900 for a jetty and £300 for a
special road, eteetera. He objected to one
particular loeality getting a pound for
pound subsidy year after year, when just
as deserving a place asked for a grant,
guaranteed the pound for pound, and
was refused the request.

Mr. FOULEKES: The member had
complained that his request for a grant
in order to repair damage done by the
storm at Cottesloe Beach had been re-
fused: but a portion of the grant under
discussion would be spent in part of the
member’s eleetorate while the people
using the bathing sheds there would econ-
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sist largely of those living in the North
Fremantle district. It was not fair that
the mewber shonld attach more import-
ance to works to be carried out at one
end of bis electorate than at anotber.
One district being unable to get assist-
ance should not debar another from ob-
taining a grant. That day he bad ob-
tained a return from the Railway Depart-
ment showing the number of passengers
who had travelled to the Cotiesloe and
Cottesloe Beach districts during the past
four years. The figures were:—1905,
Cottesloe Beach, 587,000; Cottesloe,
570,000. 1906, Cottesloe Beach, 581,000;
Cottesloe, 605,000, 1907, Cottesloe
Beach, 577,000; Cottesloe, 588,000, 1908,
Cottesloe Beach, 564,000; Cottesloe,
581,000. Every effort should be made
to enconrage these seaside resorts, and
assistance ought te be given to North and
South Fremantle, The interests of all
these places were practically identical.
Reference had been made to the faet
that the Government had spent £900 at
Cottesloe on the jetty, but it had to be
remembered that the local authorities al-
s0 expended £600 on that work in order
to obtain the grant. The people in the
district derived no particular benefit from
the visit of the crowds o these watering-
places; it was the Railway Department
that obtained almost the sole beneft. The
fact that the value of the traffic to these
two railway stations last year was £14,000
showed that it paid the department o
coniribute towards works that were so
largely responsible for the railway traffic.
In England the railway companies had
spent a considerable snm of money in
opening up seaside places, and it wounld
certainly pay the Government to do the
same, not only at Cotiesloe but elsewhere
where there were similar advantages.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Government had
done well to keep this place up to the
necessary requirements. He (Mr. Scad-
dan) was at Cottesloe beach on Satur-
day, and was much impressed with the
surroundings and saw at once the neces-
sity for the vete which appeared on the
Estimates.

Mr, ANGWIN: If the arguments used
by the Minister and the member for
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Claremont, regarding the grani of money
for Cotlesloe beach, were worth anything,
they meant that the Railway Department,
which it appeared derived the whole bene-
fit from this traffie, should be charged
the eost of the improvements at this
watering place. It had to be admitted
that Cotitesloe beach was one of the prin-
cipal places of attraction on a holiday,
but the district itself was small, while
the people were leaving it and laking
their children to a place of safety like
the beach at South Fremantle. The latter
place should have greater consideration
at the hands of the Government, for the
reason that what had been done there
had been done by the people. When a
large number of people went to a dis-
trict, that fact must prove of considerable
benefit to the district, and he could nof
agree with what the member for Clare-
mont had said, that the distriet did not
derive any benefit.

Water Supply,
ete., £5,668:

Ttem, Stock Route, Eucla to Coolzardie,
£506:

Mr. BATH: Was this sum for main-
tenance of the existing route or the open-
ing up of a stock route from Euela to
Coolgardie? Could the Minister say
whether this Stock route crossed the Nul-
labor Plains?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was not within his knowledge as to
whether the route erossed the plains which
had been reported on so favourably by the
engineers who surveyed the Transecontin-
ental raflway route. The money was re-
quired for the existing stock route. It
would be noticed on the Estimates that the
whole of the amount voted previously had
been spent. The route was in a pgood
eondition. Provision had been made for
a large quantity of marram grass to be
planted somewhere near Eucla in order to
prevent the sand drift. A sum of £350
was still in hand out of the previously
voted authority for the planting of this
grass at a later period of the year.

Mr. HUDSON: The route was close
to the survey of the Transeontinental rail-
way line and over the plains and plateauns
referred to by the leader of the Opposi-

Sewerage, Drainage,
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tion. The work on that route had been
done exceedingly well and water was sop-
plied at distances of about one hundred
miles and it was largely used, especially
during the last two seasons, since the com-
pletion of the large tank to regulate the
supply of water. At the present time
there were iwo droving parties on the
track.

Buildings and other services not classi-
fied, £3,330:

Item, York, Government Buildings, Fil-
ling up Stagnant Pool, £280:

Mr. HUDSON: It was surprising that
after £125 had been spent last year that
a sum should be vequired again this year.
The pool was evidently getting worse.
York was not a new settlement. A large
st of money had been expended there in
past years, and it should be beyond the
stage of stagnant pools at the present
time of its history.

Mr. MONGER was glad reference had
been made to this item because it was
owing to the representations be had made
through Sir John Forrest to the Federal
Government that this objéctionable nuis-
ance in York was filled up. It was owing
to the faet that the Federal Government
had not contributed their quota fowards
the work in the past that it bad not been
carried out before.  After considerable
correspondence Sir John Forrest had got
the Federal Government to sanetion twice
the amonnt spent by the State Government
in filling up this partieular nuisance.

Mr. SCADDAN: According io the
Estimates the Government had spent
£405. Evidently the State Government
had spent twice what the Commonwealth
spent, and the hon. member was out after
a cheap advertisement for Sir John For-
rest.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
was credit due to the Federal (Govern-
ment who contributed one-third of the
cost. Their contribution was a just one
because the post office and drill hall were
so close to the pool.

Buildings and ether services: for Min-
ister for Education’s Department, £6,234 :

Item, Coolup (eentral) school, removal
of West Coolup school to site near sta-
tion, £160:
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Mr. GEORGE: If the school were
shifted some of the ehildren would have
to ‘zo seven miles to attend. He had asked
the Eduncation Department to serd an offi-
cer to investigate the matter to see no in-
justice was done. Would the Minister
stop the work until the inquiry was made?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
work would not be done until the Educa-
tion Department made full inquiries,

Ttem, Yorkrakine school, £232:

Mr. ANGWIN : This school was 20 miles
from the station and in country wheve
there was timber snitable for fencing, yet
the fencing material was taken up from
Perth. Was it not possible io have a
cheaper class of building?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
school was built to aceommodate 30 ehild-
ren. The fence might have heen made
loeally, but while puiting up a deeent
school-house it was as well to have a de-
cent feoee.

Vote, as amended, put and passed.

Department of Mines (Hon. H. Grey-
ory, Minister).

Vote—Mines Generally, £41,920:

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): It has been usual to give
a short review of the mining industry in
eonnection with the introduction of the
Mines Estimates, but in deference to the
ruling of the Chairman, snd noting at
the same time the desire of the Honse in
connection with the matter, I shall en-
deavour to touch as lightly as possible
upon the general policy and to keep as
closely as possible to the items under dis-
cussion. I would like first to know
whether in spealing to the Mines Gen-
erally vote we may discuss malters per-
taining to Water Supply and Batteries
and the other divisions in connection ®ith
the Mines Department, and then get rid
of everything ir the nature of a general
dehate after first eoncluding the general
disenssion? I would like the opinion of
the leader of the Opposition upon the
point. I think it would save time if the
whole of the departments were reviewed
in the one speech.

Mr. Bath: I would sooner see it on
the grneral discussion.

foz)
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
shall deal generally and keep away from
everything of a general policy if I can,
but if I find I am going heyvond anything
the Chairman desires in connection with
the matter, I hope he will stop ine.

Mr. BATH: It would be advisable if
we were clear on the point. I think in
regard.to the ruling given the other night
members made it plain that they econ-
sidered the question of poliey was bound
up with the question of the Estimates,
and really the decision of the House was
that the practice always adopted in the
past should be earried out in regard to
these Estimates.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: My
desire is o fall in with the wishes of the
Committee so far as possible and at the
same time to try and keep to the Chair-
man's ruling.

Mr. Walker: The ruling was overrnled.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: More
particularly did I desire to know whether
we should deal with the whole divisions.
I think it would save time if we were fo
deal with them at the one time. There
have been many recently who have fell
there has been a decline in the mining
industry, because during the past few
years we have noticed a continued diminu-
tion in the value of the gold won; but I
would like to point out that sinee 1903,
which was our record yield in mwining,
there have been 22 big mines which were
producing then, but which are not pro-
ducing to-day or have reduced their out-
put to such an extent that the reduction
has amounnted to 517,615 ounces on gold
from these mines alone. However, noi-
withstanding this epormous reduction
from these 22 mines, our small mines
have produced over 100,000 ocunces more
than they did in 1903. What I particu-
larly desire to point ont is the policy that
has been porsued by the Mines Depart-
ment in connection with its Water Supply
and Battery Departments, and with the
assistance of the Ministry obtained loan
authorisations, so as {o build up some-
what snceessfully the small mines of the
State. Prior to 1903 very little in the
way of protection, of what may be termed
the small mines of the State, took place.
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Compare the 1903 returns with the last
year; the small mines produced over
100,000 ounces of gold more than they
did in 1903. I do not think there ean be
any doubt in a person’s mind as to the
value of the small mines. While we en-
courage the introduetion of capital from
outside in aiding our mining propositions,
ihere is not the slightest doubi every in-
centive should be given, and every induce-
toent offered by the Government to build
up the mines owned by the people within
the State. T hold that especinlly during
the past few years has this been success-
ful. Some t{imec ago an eminent pro-
fessor of geology came to Western Aus-
tralia, and I made provision for this gen-
tleman to travel by motor-ear from Leon-
ora fo Wiluna, and in a private lefter
which he wrote to me, giving his private
impressions of the State, he said, that
although there were several propositions
in that area which would well repay {he
cxpenditure of a large sum of money in
ihe developmentof mining and in the erec-
tion of machinery, there were innumerable
smal proposilions which, from theiv pre-
sent outlook, by the investment of capital,
would well repay the meney invested.
The principal method that the Govern-
ment have adopted for the assistance of
mining is by railways. That is a poliey
[ have always advocated, to give reason-
able econditions to these people; but that
is not of much use except we provide
facilities so that people can treat their
ore. I do not think that any person can
aceuse the Government of not doing all
they possibly ean for mining by water
supply and in comnection with the rail-
way  policy. The numerous railways
brought forward recently in connection
with the mining fields show that the Gov-
ernment have a great desire to give every
nssistance they can to the mining indus-
iry. Then in regard to the Water Supply
Depariment. T do not think that any
member recognises the vast work done
hy this department in connection with the
help rendered in the back country at the
present [ime. We have 42 dams con-
strueted with a storage capacity of 140
million gallons. We have 10 of these
dams lined with conerete, seven with as-
phalt, and ien roofed, and any person

{ASSEMBLY.)

knowing the conditions and ditticulties of
making a storage eapacity and (o line
with concrete and aspbali, and to roof
knows that we have done well. We have
1,247 wells under our control of a depth
ol 124,000 feel; 43 bore wells have been
sunk to a depth of 2,500 feet, and during
the past five years we have bored no less
than 63,000 feet in search of water. Sev-
eral towns have received a waber supply,
and we have done some 13,241 feet of
diamond drilling, and, in addilion, the
stock routes have been under the eontrol
of that department. The most important
feature, T think, to be brought under the
notice of the Committee, and which, pro
bably, some exception may be taken to to-
day, is in connection wilh the battery
system, As to the system itself, there are
some who believe that the battery system
has been injurious to the mining industry
of the State. The growth of their ob-
jectioins to the erection of batieries is
that we often induce people to take the
ore from the surface and probably
in a short time abandon the leases,
which, if ahandoned, often fall in,
thus preventing them from being worked
further. There are, of course. other oh-
jections, but taking the system as a whole
T do not think any person who views the
result of the system in Western: Anstiralia
ean sav anything otherwise (han that they
have heen a public benefit to those connec-
ted with mining. Since their inception
thay have produeed over three million
pounds’ worth of gold, and the plants ex-
tend from Norseman in the South to Nul-
lagine in the North; 32 plants are erush-
ing for the public and we are erecting
more baotleries. We have just completed
the erection of a battery at Messenger's
FPateh, and we are erecting batteries at Mt.
Sir, Samuel and Marble Bar. The plants
which are now being erected are far more
efficient than those formerly erecled.
They arc being snpplied with gas pro-
dicer plants. that is where it 15 found
there is an insufficient water supply or
very little fuel. There the gas produecr
plant enahles us to erush ore cheaper
than with steam. The two-head mills
erected at Linden and Desdemona have
not proved »s satisfactory as was antiei-
pated. T stated when the plants were
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evested that I anticipated one man would
be ablé to control the whole plant, and I
am satisfied that if these plants had been
placed on prospectors’ shows they would
have done exceedingly good work. During
the last quarter the Linden mill crushed
363 tons, and members will be pleased to
hear that althongh there has previonsly
been a great loss in connection with the
work of that mill last quarter the loss at
the Linden mill only emondted to £29.
We find that the prospectors declined, al-
though the plants are fitted with self-
feeders, to feed them, und, therefore, it is
necessary to keep two men engaged wheve,
under ordinary circumstances, if the
plants were worked by one man ii would
wean o great benefit, for one man could
easily look after the duties pertaining to
a plant of that sort. The main subject
that will he diseussed will be the charges
made in counection with the battery sys-
tem. In 1996 we had a scale of charges
on what was known as a sliding seale,
charging from 10s. to 14s. per ton, and
during that year 95,000 tons of ore was
treated, the revenue receivable by the de-
pariment being 11s. 3.8d. per ton; in 1907
we again croshed 95,000 tons of ore under
the same condiloins, and the revenue re-
eeivable by the department was 1ls. 4d.
per ton, whiist the ecost of crushing aw-
ounted to 13s. per ton. In 1908 we
altered the seale of charges, and that year
we made a fixed charge of 10s. a ton. I
want members to particularly note this,
that in 190S ocur crushings were 95,000
tons, equal to that of the preceding year,
and the charge was redueed to 10s. per
ton. with certain rehates, and the receipts
of the depariment amounted to 9s. 3d. per
ton, that is as against 11s. 44. per ton for
the preceding year, a reduction in our
charges to the public of no less than 2s.
1d. per ton. The cost of erushing was
redoced to 2s. 1d. per ton, and I want
members partieunlarly to note that in 1908,
when we made a fixed charge, the actual
amount received on an average under the
sliding scale amounted to 11s. 4d. per
ton, whereas the amount received when
we made the charge 10s., and allowed re-
bates, gives the department 9s. 3d., or a
reduction of 2s. 1d4. rer ton on the prics
charged prior {o 1908.
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Mr. Underwood: How are you going
to make up the difference.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In
1905 it was again urged upon me that
we should return to the sliding seale and,
conirary to my own wishes, but feeling
a desire to try and earry out the wishes of
members, I again instituted a sliding
scale, charging from 8s. 6d. to 15s. Dur-
ing the first six months of the year the
actual revenne received per ton amourited
to 9s. 8d. It was expected that we would
receive increased tonnage from our cus-
tomers. T want members particularly to
note that the charges under our sliding
seale introduced last year exeeeded the
amount received from the previons
charges. We received then 9s. 8d. per
ton as against 9s. 3d. in the previous year.
It was represented that if we made a
special charge of 8s. 6d., less a rebate,
for large parcels, greater quantities of
ore would be brought to us, enabling us
to keep the plants going. Instead of that
being the case, during the first half-year
we got a reduced tonnage. The guantiry
crushed during the past three years, 1906,
1907, and 1908, averaged 95,000 tons each
year, while, for the first balf of this year
we received 41,695 tous, whieh is a con-
siderably reduced tonnage. e have
plants eapable of treating over 300,000
tons of stone a year, and if we get large
tonnages we are able to erush at consider-
ably less cost than we have been able to
crush in the past, because, with the quan-
htles, we should be able to keep the n:ull
going.

Mr, Underwood: You ought to have a
low rate for low grade ores.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
bon. member wounld probably ask me’ to
crush for some mines at a rate less than
the cost to the dJdepartment, at the
same time telling people they ean
have the battery at so much per hour, and
crush the stone at the actual eost, less a
percentage, according to the charges per
hour. Another reason thai ought to ap-
peal to members generally, is that
when we had the sliding scale and

Jlower charges for low grade ore, when a

person had stone of a high value, in-
stead of baving the stone crushed ae-
cording to the sliding seale cbarges, it
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. wonld be ernshed at per bour. I pub-
bshed in the West Australian a few days
ago an interesting statement of the crush-
ing of some 230 tons of stone at the Youn-
anme battery. That stone went over
an gunce to the ton and those people
havg had the stone erushed by the hour,
ond the actual cost to them has only been
58, 44. a ton, I want the hon. member to
recignise that we not only thus have the
advantage taken of ns——

Mr. Underwood: What of the advan-
tage you take of lhem#®

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
wish the hon. member would not inter-
ject so much. If he would take out more
stone from those shows of his in the
" North-West-——-

Mr. Underwood: I bave to pay 19s.
for crushing up there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Pro-
bably the stone is worth it. I want to
point out the advantage taken of the de-
partment. We had the two systems in
foree and, as requested by the Prospec-
lors’ Association, I felt that it would be
wige in the interests of the department
and of the prospectors generally to alter
our scale. Some little friction occurred
here recenily in conneetion with my ae-
tion in this regard. I would like hon.
memhers to consider what object I could
have in endeavouring to deeeive hon.
memhers, especially the members for
Mount Magnet and for Murchison in re-
gard to that question. I feel quite salis-
fied they misunderstood me on that oe-
engion, and I can only ask them what
ohjeet 1 conld have in attempling to mis-
lead them. However, that is by the way,
and T am going to leave it to the publie
to judge in recard to that matter. I have
pointed out that late this year, indeed
within the last month, I decided we
should abolish our sliding seale and have
a fixed charge of 20s. a tom, or that the
prospectors should have the right to use
a plant at so much per hour If the ma-
jority of eustomers in any distriet decide
upon the question, I am prepared to let
them have the charges according to the
sliding seale, provided at the same lime
we abolish ernsing by the hour. Those
people who have rich stone come to n=

[ASSEMBLY.]

and ask vs to crush their stome by the
hour, while others who have poor stone
of hard quality ask us to crush by ton-
nage. I cannot understand why all of
our customers cannot conceive the idea
that the fairest and most just method
would be to crush by ilime alone.

Mr. Holman: Haw wounld you fix a
reasonable priece?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1
would endeavour to reduce our priees.
The hon. member knows we have had a
loss on last year's operations.

Mr. Holman: By whal was the loss
occasioned ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: For
the reason that under the sliding scale
in 1907 the charge was 1ls. 4d. & ton

‘on all ore crushed; in 1908 I altered

this charge to a fixed eharge of 10s., with
certain rebates, which meant that we re-
ceived only 9s. 3d. If the mills had been
kept going we could have made a profiL
at that. To-day I feel guite satisfied we
eould make a much bigger reduction in
our charges if only we had an inereased
tonnage to crush. Take the Menzies
plant: last year over ten thousand tons
of stone was put through, aend the
plant was kept fully going, with the
result that we showed a profit of
over. £1,000 in eonnection with erush-
ing alone, and over £2,000 for the
whole of its workings. That was
simply due to the faet that the plani was
kept going all the time. Wherever we
have eontinuous work we can crugh more
cheaply than et present. I pointed oul
to a depuietion that waited on me that
if we could not show that the eost of
administration was becoming less, that
we were reducing our expenditure, then
hon. members opposite would have good
grounds for aitacking me on the score
of mal-administration, that they ecould
say: "“Your cost is increasing and be-
canse of that you cannot give reduneced
prices to your customers.” Now in the
years 1908, 1907, and 1908, the tonnage
was ahout eqgual to 5,000 tons each year,
and the cost of the system in 1907 was
£92,973, while in 1908 it was £34,043, or
& rednelion of over £7,000 in connection
with the cnst of administration. That. T
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think, shows that we bave been econumical
ih respect to the administration. Then
. again, the eost of erushing in 1907 was
13s. 0144, in 190S it was 12s. 134d., while
for the three-fourths of this year it has
been 11s. 834d. That shows there had
been economy effected and that our costs
are being reduced each year as we go
along. In these civenmstances I do not
think it ean bhe said that the head of the
branch has not been cndeavouring to
.mzke all doe economy in eonnection
with his work. The returns published by
the Queensland Mines Department show
bow much higher is the eost of treatment

at privately-owned batieries in Queens-.

land than it is here. It is strange that
wherever we have our State batteries it is
in but few instances that we flnd any
person endeavouring to eompete with the
Siate mill.

Mr. Troy: That comes well from you
—the champion of private enterprise in
al] other matters.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
did not know that T was a champion of
private enterprise. 1 think the hen.
member for Mount Margaret, who has
been an oll producer in the Menzies dis-
trict, can remember when he had to pay
from 25s. to 35s. per ton for erushing
his stone. He could ¢dmpare these prices
with the prices of to-day. And we find
the same diserepancy in prices oceurs in
many other distriets. In no instance do
the people appear to be as well satisfied
ps when they are having their stone
treated at a State mill.

Mr. Heitmann: That is what T have
been telling you in regard to Cue.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
have had some exhaustive reports made
by the officers of the department, and
they are under the impression that we
oconld de much more in the outside dis-
triets with small plants than in a district
like Cue where considerable crushing fa-
cilities already exist. For instance, we
pul in a erushing plant at Menzies, where
the eost of erushing was 25s. At Cue
the cost is 14s. a ton. Here is a great
difference in comparison of priees.
‘Where people have expended money with
a view to affording facilities to the pub-
lie, and where the terms of those facilities
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are reasonable and just, it would be im-
proper for us fo introduce State competi-
tion. If tliose conditions were not rea-
sonable, I am quite satisfied that the re-
commendations of our officers wonld have
heen very different from what they were.
An objeetion will he raised by hon. mem-
bers opposite in respeet o a slight re-
duction which recently oceurred in eon-
nection with some of the men on eerlain
of onr State mills. A few months ago
I received a report io the eifect that at
our State batteries they were not paying
the arbitration award. I gave instrue-
tions that the award should be paid.
They took that as an instruction that {he

arbitration award and that alone should

be paid, and they acted accordingly.: I
heard of this dnd obtained a list of the
different awards in the several districts,
and & those I added sixpence or a shil-
ling & day and fixed the sain as the rate.
However, we found in manpy distriets
what is known as the standard rate. We
gave instructions that in all those dis-
fricts the standard rate should apply. T
found that in some places we were pay-
ing as muoeh as fifteeen shillings a day.
Kach manager paid at his own sweet will
what he thought was a fair thing, and
in some places 15s. was being paid, while
in others the rate was as low as 10s.
Now, however, the men either get the
standard rate or, where the award ob-
tains, they get the award with from 6d.
to 1s, over and above that rate. I do
not think I need say any more except it
be by way of answer lo crilicism in ref-
erence to these battery charges. The de-
partment has shown a considerable re-
duetion in the last year over the preced-
ing year in respect to the cost of nd-
ministration of that branch, a reduction
of over £7000. But notwithstanding
this, we have made a loss owing to
reduced tonnage. I contend that as far
as the system is concerned, apart from
working expenses we have never asked
that it should pay any interest in eon-
nection with the eapital expenditure. The
leader of the Opposition has, time afier
time, ecomplained of eapital being ex-
pended on work which he deems to be
unproductive, and he comlends that all
our expenditure should earn interest. Tt
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is gquite possible that the leader of the
Opposition would look upon the State
battery system as one, if not directly
showing a profit, at least showing an in-
direct profit. The advantage to ihe State
is so great that probably he would not
inelude the battery system anioug the ob-
Jects to which he would apply that argu-
ment; he would probably consider the
system was reproductive indirectly and
that the State could afford, if not to lose
revenue in connection therewith, at least
not to ask it to pay interest on the out-
lay, We have never asked that (his
should be done, but we do think ihat the
system should pay working expenses. In
this half-year we have spent £3,400 in
conpection with repairs and renewals of
various batteries, and the expenditure of
last year and the latter portion of the
preceding year on upleep and improve-
ments has enabled us this year o show
so big a reduetion in eonnection with our
crushing costs. The frst half-year the
erushing cost was 12s. 14. while the last
quarter of this year it was only 10s, 44.,
showing a reduction of about 1s. 94. a
ton.

Mr. Troy: How does it compare with
last year?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
erushing cost last year was 12s. 1.92d.
For the firsi six months of this year it
was 125, 1.2d., while for the third quarter
of this year the cost was 10s. 4.4d,, show-
ing a very eonsiderable reduction in the
last quarter. I do not thing anyone ean
say too much of the indirect advantages
of this seheme, We have produced over
3 million pounds worth of gold, and we
have in places like Mulline, where mining
has been going on for many years past,
kept the localities going with the aid of
the State mill. The same remark applies
to Burtville, Darlot, and dozens of other
mining eamps which have been kept to-
wether solely by the operations of the
State mills. The Menzies district, which
formerly was a big gold prodncer, and
wholly one of large companies, to-day bas
chbanged greatly. The big companies are
almost non-existent, and the distriet is
being kept entirely by the small mine
holders, and by the State mill. We can
boast that the Meekatharre distriet has
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been huilt up by the State mill, and I am
sure the member for Mt Magnet will
agree that the prosperity of the Black
Range district is due, to a large extent,
to the work of the mines water supply
and State battery systems. We are con-
tinning to huild up the battery system.
Batteries have just heen erected at Mes-
senger’s Patch and at Yonanme, while
another battery is now on its way to Mar-
hle Bar, and another to Mt. Sir Samuel.
Menshers will be pleased to hear that the
main portion of the battery for Mt. Sir
Samuel is being built in this State at &
foundry at IKalgoorlie, while the hattery
for Marble Bar is being built in Perth.
We are therefore not only assisting the
mining indusiry, but we are also helping
to build np foundries in the State. I
need not dwell any farther on the bat-
feries’ system. I shall he only too pleased
i0 give any information—I have the full
deparimental reports with me—in regard
io the work of the past three quarters.
Another way in which we are assisting the
industry is by the expenditure of the
nmoeney voted for development of wining.
The member for Guildford has intro-
dueed a motion asking that some different
method should be adopted in eonneetibn
with the system so as to enable a more
equal distribution of that vote. TFor the
consideration of members I have had pre-
pared a veturn showing the expenditure
from the vote from the years 1904 to
1909. During that period the expendi-
ture in the various distriets was as fol-
lows :—Coolgardie, £6,194; North Cool-
gardie, £4,716; East Coolgardie, £3,108;

Bast Murchison, £1,765; Murchison,
€5,111; Broad Arrow, £6,797; North-
Bast Coolgardie, £4,050; Peak Hill,

£718; Mt. Margaret, £6,046; Yilgarn,
€2,126; Phillips River, £422; Green-
bushes, £1,485; Pilbara, £685; Nortb-
ampton, £500; Yalgoo, £329.

Mr. Underwood: Not much for Pil.-
hara.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: To
endeavour to do anything genunine in the
Pilbara distriet without a railway would
bave been, to a preat exteni, throwing
money away. Both at Woorawoona and
Marble Bar there has been a good deal
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of Government expenditure, also at Roe-
bourme. One of the best bits of
work the deparbtment can show ex-
ists &t Carbine, while at Mount
Malcolm wmlsp very good work is he-
ing dome. The assistance given in the
endeavour to open up the north end of
the Kalgoorlie field has resulted satisfae-
torily as was shiown by recent reports in
the papers. Again, good work has been
done at Mt. Morgans. The local pecple
there and al Leonora formed syndicates
to carry on mining development in the
district. They obtained assistance from
the Government amd a <diamond drill was
set to work there. While I regret that
Leonora turned out a flailure, yet at Mdt.
Morgans two lodes were struck with very
fair values, and I intend to give the syn-
dieates further assistance to enable a
ghaft to be put down 200 feet bo prove
the lodes. Ifanything good is discovered
the nueleus of a valuable proposition will
be provided, as the .property is albogether
owned by the people in the district and
they will obtain ithe advantage not only
of being the owners of a prosperous show,
but also of building up the township. As-
sistamce in the evection of plants has been
given in various places. The leader of
the Opposition has given notice of a
question as to the assistance given to the
plant at Marvel Loech. We have also
helped in the erection of plants at Jaur-
die Hills, Yaloginda, Callion, Warra-
woona and Roebourne. At each of these
places we insist that for a certain period,
and until ‘the loan has beerr paid off, the
pevple must crush at rates {0 be
approved by the department. In addi-
tion we have granted subsidies for deep
sinking where we have balteries, with a
desire of keeping legitimade mining car-
ried on where we have State mills. There
are lberal subsidies given for the de-
velopment of mines at a depth. In many
instances where people are prospecting at
a distance from a crushing plant they
have been given reasonable subsidies to
enable them to cart the ore to the nearest
mill, and obtain a crushing of a trial par-
cel. Those are the methods we have ad-
opted. The Government with their rail-
way policy generally, with their water
supplies and battery system, and the
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granting of subsidies 40 assist the small
mine owner lrave endeavoured to promote
the industry. There have been a great
mary applications for water supplies in
the back country, and while at all times
the department are only too pleased to
endeavour to open np new auriferous
areas ‘there is no reason why there shonld
not be some ltle return for the expendi-
ture. The Mines Water Suppy Depart-
ment revenue shows a very big loss, and
bas done forthe last few years. We have
never paid, nor been asked to pay, in-
terest in conwection with that work. We
have not been asked even for worldng
expenses, but objections have been raised
in waniy small places, where we have con-
strueted tank and windmill acecommoda~
tion, to.our having called upon the people
to pay something in the way of upkeep.
There have been remonsirances against
the action of the department, but I
think that where we spend money in a
communnity of a reasonable size, there
should be some return from the expendi-
ture. I do not think I need say anything
more in regard bo these matters, and I
have no wish to say much about mining
generally. While we are all quite satisfled
with the reasomable development during
the past six months, not only in Kalgoor-
lie but also in many outside distriets,
where tthere are shows carrying good val-
ues, still, while we hear of those very
green far fields, and we find a great many
people endeavouring o reach new fields
400 miles perhaps from a port, where the
quantity of gold obtained so far has be.n
almost infinitesimal, we should try and
bring before the publie the valne of many
of our semi-abandoned fields, and tell them
of the rich crushings belng obtained from
varions small shows. Some recent crush-
ings show that the Linden Star at Linden
erushed 22 tons for 149 ounees; at Meek-
atharra, a3 7 hbundredweight parcel from
the Midge returned 157 onmees; at Men-
zies, 3714 tons from the Black Jack re-
turned 280 ounces; at Leorora, 88 tons
returned 247 ounces; the Waterfall, Cool-
gardie, erushed 41 tons for 394 ounces;
at Norseman, the Viking from 11 tons
obtained 65 ounces, and in addition a
great quantity of free gold. At Mulwar-
rie 40 tons realised 213 ounces, while a
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prospecting area at Darfot returned from
23 tons no less than 131 ocumnces. There
was an exceedingly rich erushing at
Waverley, 2,000 ounces being returned
from a very small erushing.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
pm.)

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Be-
fore tea I was explaining thatin connec-
tion. with many of our small mines some
very rich and important crushings had
taken place, and that these should in-
duce our people to pay more attention
10 many of the old mining camps rather
than to seek fields which are thousands
of mileg away,  Home time ago I gave in-
gtructions, and we isswed lists of crush-
ings from mines mnow abandoned. I
would like 40 state that we are having
& pamphlet prepared showing the erush-
ings which have taken place from propo-
sitions that are now abandoned, and fo
show that in many of these propositions,
which gave fairly good returns, and in
many instances very rich returns in the
old days, great possibilities still exist.
The latest returns T have from the Phil-
lips River lead me to believe thai the
distriet has a good future before it, The
mines there are developing well and it
is a distriet which will produce not only
@ great amount of copper and gold, but
will prove a great addition to the mineral
indusiry of the State. With regard to
Whim Creek, owing to the diffieulties
that they have had to contend against,
the progress has not been what one might
have desired. At the same time they are
constantly shipping large quantities of
high grade stone from that distriet. An-
other pleasing feature to be regarded in
conmection with the introduetion of new
industries in the State is that of the
manufaeture of superphosphates and I
notice that one of the companies which
is starting works here has taken over
the old eopper mine at Apacomda and
that it is their intention to unse the
pyrites from that mine for the purpoese
of making sulphurie acid. This company
will, therefore. be contributing to two
industries, helping to bunild up the min-
eral industry. and also assisting the ag-
rienltural industry. In the Onslow dis-
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triet there has not bheen much develop-
ment in conpection with the silver lead
industry, but we have established a sys-
tem of subsidies there in order to give
some assistance. [n tin mining these
seems b0 be a slight inerease at Green-
bushes where I hear new capital is being
introduced. At Pilbara we ean Lardly
expeet to see any great development un-
til the railway is completed. I can see
no reason why alluvial tin miring there
sbhonld not be mwre consistently ex-
ploited, and 1 think thet sluicing similar
to that at Greenbushes can be profitably
carried on.

Mr. Underwood: Where will you get
the water?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
believe it will be possible fo conserve
water. I feel mueh inelined to try and
see if something eanmot be done in that
direction, and I believe it ean be dune.
There was a mining gentleman from
Novth Queensland here recently, who as-
sured me that in the State he eame from
they were working lodes which were only
earrying 2 per cent. of tin. I believe
there are many lodes in Pilbara carrving
more than 5 per cent.

Mr. Underwood: You shonld put a
crusling plant there; never mind about
the sluicing plant.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: At
any rate 1 hope that something will be
done there. Then, again, we have the ve-
cent discoveries of tin near Cue,and also
near Coolgardie, whieh show that tin ex-
ists over a far yrealer area than we be-
lievedin thepast. The eoal industry at the
present time has the opportanity of its
lifetime and I do hope that every effort
will be made by the various collieries to
not only endeavour io build up a trade
by trying to give their supplies at fair
and equitable rates, but that the winle of
the sapply will be of the best quality that
the teld can produce. Collie is a distriet
which has had a lot of advantages of-
fered to it indireetly by the Government,
and it has the opportunity now to show
that the coal is of good valne, and I hope
that the future will prove that this enal
is not only of value as we have proved it
to be on the railways, but that it is of
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great value for bunkering. Another mat-
ter I should mention is that of the work-
men engaged in our mines. It is the in-
tention of the Government to appoint a
Royal Commission to inquire into the
question of miners’ complainis, or wuber-
culosis, as far as it affects the mining in-
dustry. The Commission will make all
ingniries as to the prevalence of tuber-
‘eulosis in our mines, and as to the best
methods for the prevention of the spread
of that disease, and it will then consider
the advisability of giving further con-
gideralion to the question of what should
be done for those persons who may be
debarred from following Lheir oceupa-
tions, I would like to point ount in eonclu-
sion that it will be found in my Estimates
there has been every reasonable retrench-
ment. We desire at all times fo give all
faeilities to the publie, while, at the same
time, we may he able to effect many re-
ductious. There have been many officers
retrenched during the past yeasr, and in
the previous year also, more especially in
eonnection with the drafisman’s branch.
T wounld like to say that I eonsider the
‘policy adopted by the Government, more
especially in eonneetion with the water
snpply, battery system, and subsidies
generally, has done a great deal o build
up the mining industry, and I look for-
ward to receiving the assistance of agri-
coltural members because they should ree-
‘ognise the great value of the mining in-
dustry to the agrienltural, and, in faet,
every other industry. I bave heard it
said that now we have got on the verge
of an export trade that the mining in-
dustry is of little importance, and that it
can he done without. Tt is hardly neces-
sary to impress upon thosse who have
"walched +the developments of this coun-
try, the great advantage it is to the State
to have a large numher of persons em-
ployed. We are producing seven million
pounds worth of gold annually, less than
two millions of whieh is sent away, while
something like five millions in ready cash
is retained in (he State, a sum of money
which is used, 10 o great extent. in build-
ing ap other indnsiries,

Mr. Heitmann: That does not represent
-all the ruoney that is gent away.

1G4t

The MINISTER 1'OR MINES: The
greater proportion of the money retained
in this State will be spent in wages. Of
course we must send away for such things
as gelignite and fuse, but I bhope the time
is not far dislant when all the things
whieh will be required in connection with
onr minidg industry will be mannfactured
in \ustralia. T fecl satisfled many items
of our expenditure will be criticised; I
will endeavour, Lowever, to explain any
matters, information in connection with
whick may he asked for by members of
the Committee.

Mr. TROY: A good deal the Minister
hod said with regard to the mining indos-
try had to Dbe agreed with, particularly
with regard to developments which had
iaken place recently, and which were so
satisfaclory as to bving inte prominence
many fields that we thought at one time
bhad got beyond the stage of important
fields. He (Mr. Troy), however, did not
agree with the Minister with regard to the
slatement of the sympathetic attitude of
the Governmenl towards the mining indus-
try, The Minister had referred to bis
own altitnde to the industry. The foet
should not he forgotten, however, that the
Minister owed his politieal life in this
State Lo the mining industry, and in view
of that he should have shown it much
more generous consideration than he had
done duaring lhe past year. Thers was no
desire to criticise unnecessarily, but it
should be pointed out, while every pos-
sible consideration had been shown to the
agrieulturat indusiry the same econsidera-
tion had not by any means been shown
to the mining industry. It had been ne-
cessary to draw the Minister’s attention
o the requirements of many of the mining
portions of the State and to the disabili-
ties under which the people lahoured, and
ihe Minister had poinied ont what the
(iovernment had done in the past in
connection with the building up of the in-
dustry, and given that as an argument to
prove the sympathy of his Government
in that respeet. The mining industry bad
done more for this State, and more for
every other industry than could be elaimed
that other indusiries had done for the
mining industry, Were it not for the
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gvld-mining indusiry and the rarket it
provided, and tiie encouragement it gave
to immigrants, Western Australin would
not. he in its preseni position, and the
agrieultural industry would not be oceupy-
ing its promineot and unportant posi-
tion. The sosl important aids in con-
neetion with mining development were the
provision of water supplies and the State
battery system. They did more than any-
thing else to build up the prosperity of
the indusiry, but there had beenr a falling
off in eonnection with these two aids duor-
ing the past year. There was not that
earnest endeavour made to provide water
supplies for the development of the min-
ing districts that existed in previous
years. Credit was dne to the Mines De-
partment for the provision of waler in
past years, otherwise we would not have
had those prosperous fields in our midst
which were becoming iwore prosperous
as the years went by, but the same con-
sideration wns noi given now.  TWhile
the Minister look every opporiunify of
pointing out what the Government had
done in providing water supplies for the
mining distriets, the Governmeunt were
doing the same in rezard (o agrienltural
distriets, but were not asking from ihe
agricultural distriets the reinrn thev asked
from 1he mining distriets.

The Minister for Mines: The Govern-
went  asked for them Lo he made a
special charge on adjaeent lands. That
was passed Lhe other dny.

Mr. TROY: The Govermmuent were not
aeking from agrienltural distriets the
=ame return for water supplies as they
vxpected in eonnection with the mining
industry. 1£ the Government provided
4 water supply for any loeality the
people in the loenlity shounld try to make
some retwn to the Government, but he
objeeted {0 its being everlastingly pointed
out what an ybligation the miniug people
were under to the Government, when
there was strict silence kept in regard
to the provision made for the people in
agricultneal distriets. 1Ie would be satis-
lied if tire Government were prepared to
pursue the policy of asking for-a return
from the people of fthe loeabties, hut
they were nol doing t. He had found it
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extremely dillicolt Jduring the past yeur
to have waier supplies provided for
many loealities in ueed of them, and
whose progress would he retarded until
the water was provided. There was need
for additional wells on the voad hetween
the rising goldfield of Youanme and its
head eentre, Sandstone, where all the
mining business of Youanme was trans-
acted. On the sixty miles of road there
was ouly one well. The Minister knew it
was an arid, dry stretch of country, anl
during the summer the people there would
be labuvuring under great disadvantage
on their journeys to transact their husi-
ness at Sandstone if the water was not
provided along the road. The department
intended’ {o supply the people of You-
anme with water from the State baltery
there. The Minisler had given assurance
that if the people were willing to rent a
supply and give the Government a small
return, he would he prepared to estab-
lish a supply; but this should be done as
soon as possible, hecanse at present the
supply at the public. hattery was nat
more than sufficient for batfery pur-
poses. There was a supply from "the
properties being worked by the compan-
ies that held certain leases under option,
bui that was not a public supply, and
the time wounld come when either the
mines would be taken over or they would
fall hack into the hunds of the prospee-
tors and there wounld vot be that supply
available. A water supply was av abso-
lute necessity in the distriel hefore the
advent of swumer, Tle had asked the
people there to give the Government
some relurn on the expenditure ineur-
red, bnui he wanled to see the Govern-
ment aet promptly and provide a water
supply as soon as possible. Four or five
years ago, on first coming to the House
he had pointed ont that if the Govern-
ment were prepared to put down bores
in e Youanmme or Lake Barlee country
in order to provide water, they would be
encouraxing prospectors {o go out and
open up the ecuntry. However the pros-
pectors had zone out before the Govern-
ment tovk aetion, with the result that
thex had opened up a field that in pec-
manenee anit prosperity would be equal
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to the adjacent tield of Black Range.
As he had said, the provision of water
supplies and the State battery system were
the foundations of the mining industry,
but there had been a falling-back in this
direction. Nothing stood more to the
eredit of the Mines Department than the
provision of water supplies made through-
out the State during the past twelve
years, and great wrong would be done to
the industry and its development would
he retarded if the Government slackened
their efforts in this direction. The Min-
ister had not acted in the best interests
of the people of the country in recently
revising and inereasing the State battery
charges. Instead of securing the return
anticipated, the Minister wonld find there
would be a falling off in the stone sup-
plied to the batteries and in regard fo
the development in many of the localities.
The industry was not dependent upon
the rich propositions mentioned by the
Minister. They were all very well from
an adverlising standpoint and drew at-
tention to a loeality; lhey were satisfac-
tory for the time heing; but the develop-
ment of a goldfield depended unpon the
lower-grade propositions; and in order to
have our large lower-grade propositions
worked and developed we must erush for
the prospectors at a rate that wounld en-
able them to earry on. Any speculator
houestly endeavouving tc seeure a pro-
perty at the present time, nine times out
of ten sounght for low.grade propositions.
The other day in Southern Cross he
found people prepared to buy low-grade
propositions, just giving a passing notice
to those propositions spoken of by the
Minister, Tn order to encourage pros-
pectors to open up these large low-grade
propositions, and in order o give some
eneouragement to the speenlator when
he eame along, the Government must be
prepared to crush at a rate that wounld en-
able the prospector to hold on to his
properties and develop them. The new
seale of charges that came into operaiion
a few days ago would not do thatl; it
would hamper and hinder the develop-
ment of properties which did so much
towards the development of the mining
industry. The sliding scale which ecame
into operation in February was the re-
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sult of an agitation by the prospectors
throughout the State. The Minister was
asked for a sliding seale to enable the
prospeciors iv work low-grade proposi-
tions, and under that proposition it was
possible to have 7dwt. ore crushed at 8s.
tid. per fton.

The Minister for Mines:
as low as 7s. 3d. per ton,

Mr. TROY: Yes, provided the tonnage
was brought to the battery, but the actual
rate provided for 7 dwt. ore erushing at
8s. 6d. per ton, while for 8 dwt. ore the
crushing eharge was 9s. per ton, and for
9 dwt. or 10 dwt. ore it was 9s. 6d. per
ton. It was found, particularly in the
Murchison, that the stiding seale enabled
the prospeetors to work propositions
which previously they could not look at.
The Minister said that the revised charge
made was the resuit of a resolution passed
by the prospeectors’ conference that sat in
Perth last May; but while that confer-
ence represented many bona fide pros-
pectors, theve were people who, in the
true sense of the word, were not prospec-
tors yet had votes in regard to the reso-
lntion. The resolution was only earried
by a few voles, and if it were to-day sub-
mitted to the bona fide prospectors who
were customers of the State batteries it
wonld not be carried under any ecircum-
stances. Of course it met with the ap-
proval of the Minister, who undoubtedly
desired to see the rates increased; but
members were given to understand that,
when Mr. Dunstan was appointed Sup-
erintendent of State Batteries, instead
of having the rates increased, there was
n probability of the rates being decreased
when Mr. Dunstan transformed the sys-
tem allegedly so badly administered by
his predecessor,  Certainly there were
decreases in the ecost, but these were
largely due to the fact that public money
had heen expended in bringing the bat-
teries up to date so that the batteries had
done better work. That was particularly
proved in connection with the Menzies
battery. The great body of prospectors
on the Murchison opposed the new
charges, and on the Murechison goldfields
there were a large number of customers
of the State batteries. While there was
the strongest opposition to and condemna-

With rebates
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tion of tbe charges from the Murchison
district and from other portions of the
State, not one single voice was raised in
approval of them, and even the prospec-
tors’ association, which had passed the
resolution referred to, had since met at
Menzies and not even approved of the
Minister's new rates. There had not been
a word uttered in approval of the rates
brought in by the Minister. It was
ridienlous to imagine that an impost, that
meant an increased charge, would assist
in the development of anything; it was
going to hawmper development. This ap-
plied to hatteries in his electorate and
throughout the Murchison. The Minister
stated, furthermore, that both Mr. Hol-
man and himself (Mr, Troy) were labour-
ing under a misappreliension as to the
promise made in his office. He (Mr.
Troy} had alveady given his opinion as
to the Minister’s statement on that ocea-
sion, and be had already made publie the
promigse which the Minister then made.
He did not take hack one particle of the
statement as to the promise made to Mr.
Holman and himself. We eould not pos-
gibly have heen misled in the answer
given hy the Minister, and we left his
office with the distinet assurance that
nothing definile had been decided on as to
the State battery rates, and that we
should again have an opportunity of dis-
cussing the charges. This opportunity
was not given, and knowing what a dis-
ndvantage it would be, and what it would
mean 1o the development of the mining
industry, particularly on the Murchison,
he (Mr. Troy) determined to move in the
House for the purpose of having the
maiter diseussed. That opportunity was
denied him and he had o fall back on
the disenssion now. The iuecreased ebarge
which was brought ahout by the revised
scale meant that many low-grade proposi-
finns previously worked would not be
worked in the future. It was slrange
ihat onc who alleged he had the interests
of the mining industry at heart shounld
hring in a eharge to penalise rhe low-
vrade propositions and to eonfer an ad-
vantage on propositions which were richer.
I'ne raising of the charye from 8s. 6d. to
10s., and from 10s. 6d. to 1ls. per ton
meant that the present 7 dwi. <lone or
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under, and the stone previously charged
at 10s, per ton for crushing wonld have
to pay an additional rate owing to the in-
creased impost, while 11 dwt. stone
would pay 6d. a ton less than at preseat,
and 15 dwt stone 6d. a ton less; 30 dwt.
stone 4s. a ton less, and 2 oz. stone woutd
pay 5s. per ton less than it did under
the sliding seale. It was not only the
pecple who bad rich stone who had free
milling ore. There was a possibility that
their stone would be just as hard as that
from the low-grade propositions, and they
wonld find it just as convenient to erush
their ore at the crushing rate as those
who had low-grade stone; therefore,
nnder the new scale while low-grade pro-
positions would be penalised, and these
were the propositions under which the
eonntry depended for the development of
the mining industry, the owners of the
richer properties would he able to crugh
cheaper than they did 12 months ago.
Bince year hy year the development of
the mining industry depended on the low-
grade propositions, any increased charge
on these propositions wonld be to the dis-
advantage of the industry. That was
where his objection eame in to the Min-
ister’s proposal to increase the State bat-
tery charges. Instead of the department
reecciving the tonnage of stone hy which
they expected to make the batteries pay,
they were poing to close down the low-
grade propositions whieh would deprive
the batleries of a large hody of ore that
would otherwise make up the deficiency.

The Minister for Mines: It was curi-
vus that the tonnage was less during the
last half vear than in any previous half
year.

Mr. TROY: The tonnage was bound 4o
fluctuate. The deficiency in regard to the
lonnage was in connection with batteries
which had heen operating in localities for
a lonyr time, and as u result the leealities
wére worked out to a large extent. He
{Mr. Troy) had taken the bhattery systam
on the Murchison partieularly for 1908,
and he had taken the Black Range, Boo-
gardie, Tevnnonville, Meekatharra, and
Namine hatteries, and he found for the
year euding Decemmber, 1908, {here was a
prolit «n these batteries of £8 7s. 5d.
There was pot a Inss so far as the Mur-
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chison was concerned, on the State battery
system for the year ending December,
1908. Again, since in this district theve
were most of the low-grade propositions,
he bad endeavoured to find cut how the
batlery charges applied, and what it
meant in regard to the profit and loss for
the year ending June, 1909, prior to the
revised seale coming into operation. On
the Black Range the expenditure on the
milling plant was £3,477, the receipts
being £3,624, but there was a distinet gain
in regard to the cyaniding which showed a

profit of £700, with the result that there-

was a profit on the Black Range battery
for the year ending June, 1909, of £846
10s 7d. At the Boogardie battery, one
of those often quoted by the Minister,
and where the stone was particularly of
a low-grade nature, averaging only for
the year 8%%dwts. a ton, there was a profit
of £125 6s. 5d. At Burtville there was a
profit of £516; at Coolgardie a loss of
£564 9s. 3d.; at Darlot a loss of £401 4s,
3d.; at Kalpini a loss of £89 1l1s, 9d.—
the expenditure on this battery for the
twelve months was £157 10s, 84., and the
Joss, as he had pointed out, was £69 11s. 94.
Hzlf the expenditure on this battery was
incurred during eight months when the
battery was not erushing one ounce of
stone, for the battery was not working in
QOctober, November, January, February,
Mareh, April, May, and June of this year.
The battery was not erushing one ounce
of stone yet the expenditure went on
merrily with the vesult that it amounted
to £157 10s, 8d. As a result there was a
logs on that battery. That could not be
othérwise so long as the Mines Depart-
ment were prepared to pay for manage-
ment and other expenses on these batter-
ies when the battery was lying idle. At
Laverton there was a loss of £345 2s. 64.,
and nearly the whole was incurred during
the time the battery was lying idle. From
August last year to June of this year not
one pound of stone was crushed with the
result that during the whole of that time
thers was a loss of £226 4s. 10d. due to
galaries alone. That was were the loss
on the public battery system eame in.
There was even a loss in connection with
the eyoniding plant at this battery which
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was due to expenditure incurred while
there was no work, At Leonora batiery
there was a loss of £66 16s. 2d. The bat-
tery was idle for two months, and the ex-
penditure amnounted during one month to
€71 13s. 9d. Linden, ong of the Lwo-
head mills whiech was introduced by the
Minister, showed a loss for the twelve
months of no less than £1,946 10s. 1d. As
far as Linden was ¢oncerned it was erush-
ing the whole of the time. The
loss on the awhole system for the
vear ending June, 1909, was £4,000
altogether, the small two-head mill
being responsible for nearly half that loss.
At Meckalharra there was a profit of
£1,511; at Menzies, owing to the Eaet
that the battery had been brought up-to-
date and thoroughly equipped, there was
a profit of £2,1839 for the year. At Mul-
line there was a loss of £43 13s. 4d. This
was one of the hatteries showing a loss,
yot the ore averaged over ong oungoe paer
ton. This was one of the Datteries
at which the ecrushing charges would
be reduced if the grade continued.
At Mi. Ida there was a loss of £395 Gs.
11d., and this battery also averaged con-
siderably over one ounce per ton. At
Mulwarrie there was a small protit of
£53; at Nannine (here was a loss of £297
10s. Gd.; at Ningara a profil of £113 3s.
1d.; at Norseman Lhere was a profit of
£280 16s, 6d.; at Pig Well a profit of
£169 193, 9d.; at Pingin there was a loss
of £276 3s. 9d. This hatlecy did not work
for three wonths, hut althougl it did not
work for those lhree months, the expendi-
ture tncurred during that Lime was £135
0s. Od., neacly balf the total eosts. At
the Siberia battery there was a loss of
£450 1s. 4d. ‘This hattery did not work
for seven monihs of Lhe year, yet the ex-
penditure  continued merrily for those
seven montls and smounted to €384 ds
3d. At Wiluna there was a loss of £274,
whereas at Yaorrie there was n profit of
£494. TYerilla showed a very hig loss of
£964 1s., and the Devon battery a losa
of £336 Hs. Hd. At this battery the aver-
age per ton crushed had been consider-
ably over un ounce. It had been pointed
out that the Minister for Mines was satis-
fied that the two-head mills were a £roat;
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as a watter of fact the Minisier bad been
datisied on that point 12 months ago,
notwithstanding which he had put in a
two-head mill al Desdemona. There had
been no necessity for this mill, because
there were already two privately owned
wills in the distviet, The two-head State
mill at Desdemona liad been put in in
fulfilment of an electioneering promise,
and (his, too, nolwithstanding thal the
class of mill had heen proved to be no-
thing but a burden on the State. Already
the mill had heen showing a heavy loss,
in fact the expenditnre had heen greater
than the value of the guld won at that
partieular mill.  This was the sort of
thing that was keeping up the cost of the
battery system and compelling the Min-
isier to inerease the charges. These iwo-
head mills accounted for half the loss
sustained by the State batlery system
during the last financial year. "The Len-
nonville will had shown a loss of £593 7s.
7, and the greater portion of this sum,
£439, had been iveurred during a time
when the battery was lying idle. That
had been due to the maladministration
ot the Mines Department. The Minister
had stated that some of the loss had oe-
curred awing to the faet that the pros-
pectors had not got onf sufficient stone
io keep Lhe batieries going. But in the
ense of Leunonville this change eonld not
be laid agninst the prospeectors, for in
September of last year the bhattery had
been lain idle owing to an Injury to the
hoiler. Itight up till the following Feb-
ruary the Minister had promised to have
the boiler repaired and, in faet, he had
even senl round a useless oil engine from
Coolgardie. From fime to time the pro-
mise was made that the battery would
be put in order. In the menntime a fire
broke ont and the battery was partially
burat down, while the plates were stolen
seven days before the department be-
came aware of their loss. After all the
promisex wiven, at last in February the
Minister announced that the baltery was
to be removed. Here. indeed, the Minister
had broken faith with the people and
zone back on his promise, thus making
himself an objeet of mistrust, nol only
tg members of the House, hut to the pro-
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spectors of the back cowntry, There could
be no doubt that the reason why the Min-
ister’'s word was so frequently ignored
was that he bad hroken so many pro-
mises. In the ease just noted, the pros-
peclors of Lennonville bad been induced
to hane on and take out stone in antiei-
patton ol the vestarting of the hattery.
But the Minister’s promises had not been
kept, and. indeed, when once the Minis-
ter had got into recess he notified his in-
tention of woing back on those promises
and removing the baitery. During the
time the hatlery was idle the expenses
were allowed to amount to £493 5s. 6d.
To-day that battery, mow leased to the
prospeetors, was in full working order,
and the Voiler which the Mines Depart-
ment had said was of no valoe and prac-
tieally incapable of vepair, was now in
the hands of the prospeciors, who had
been working it full time for the past
six monlhs, Anotber mad scheme had
been that of the tramway sorveyed be-
tween Lennonville and Boowardie to cosl
£00, a scheme that could serve no good.
purpese because the line could only be [aid
between one definite point and another,
and all stone would have to be carfed to
the terminus. The cost of this scheme had
been piled on to the public hatteries as a
result of which, Llogether with othex
maladminisiration, the Minister had been
compelled to raise the charges. One
could spend the whole evening in point-
ing out the losses made on these balteries.
The £1,946 Iost on the Linden bat-
tery had been due entirely to the faet thal
the two-head mills had proved to be an
absolute failure. While they were all
right, perhaps, to develop a field in its.
initial stages, if the costs were pobt to be
taken into consideration, yet if the bat:
tery system was going to be properly
carried on and administered in order to
give the best results to the prospectors,
the two-head mill would have to be dis-
carded. He might have spoken in pallia-
tion of the policy of the Minister had the
Minister not followed up his blundering
by installing the two-bead mill at Desde-
mona, the loss on which would be charged
on the prospeetors of the State. If a
district were not worth & five-head mill
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it wias worth nothing at all. The losses
on the State battery system had been due
lacgely to the fact that for six or seven
months of the year the batteries were
Iying idle, notwithstanding which the ex-
perditure was allowed to go on, with the
rcsult that in some places the total loss
on Lhe battery was found te have beep
ineurred during the months of idleness.
- The Minister for Works: What is the
reason far that-——shortage of stone.

Mr. TROY: Yes.

The Minister for Works: Well, you
cunnot work the batleries withont stone.

Mr. TROY: There had been no neces-
sity whatever for the Minister to keep
labour employed at these batteries when
ihey were lying idle.

The Minister for Mines:
have a caretaker,

Mr. TROY: In some of the bhatteries
the expenditure had amounted to £40 or
£50 a month.

The Minister for Mines: There is some
cyaniding to be done.

Mr. TROY: At the Laverton baitery
the expenditure had been considerable,
although for eight months the hattery
was not working. Rather than see the
inereased eharges he would be prepared
to have the batteries closed down for a
time, until the aceuranlated tonmage was
sufficient Lo keep them going for a period.
lo localities sueh as Laverton, Yerilla,
and other places in the Minister’s elec-
lorate, where there was sufficient ore to
keep the battery going, the battery should
he closed down for a time.

The Minister for Mines: The manager
at Burtville slips up to Laverton and
¢rushes any stone when it is reguired.

Mr. TROY: Tbke Minister had kept
n caretaker at Lennonville battery, yet
the Lennonville battery was burnt down
and so far as he (Mr. Troy) knew, no in-
quiry had been held, nor had any effort
heen made to recover the stolen plates.
What was the use of keeping a caretaker
in those ecircumstances?  The Minister
had stated his intention of closing down
batteries where there was not sufficient
stone to keep them going full time, but it
was to be remembered that even here in-
justice could be done. There had been no
Jjustification for the expenditure on these

You must
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batteries while the batteries were lying
idle, but it wonld be every bit as wrong
to close the batteries down for good, or
even for months, as to keep the expendi-
ture going on them when no stone was
avajlable, If it were found that there
were 400 or 500 tons of stone available
for the month the batteries ought to be
keplt going. If a hattery were allowed to
lie idle month after month, and up to
7 or 8 months, the obligation on the
Mines Department regarding it should
cease. ’

The Minister for Mines: There is bound
to be intermittent working in eonnection
with these batteries.

Mr. TROY: One ease he referred to
was that in which the battery had been
idle for some eight months, and yet the
expenditure was going on all the time.
At the Siberia plant the loss was £450
for the year, and £3%4 of that was in-
carred while the battery was lying idle.
In September the expenditure was £39
although the hattery was not working, in
November it was £136, in January £45,
FWebruary £75, March £45, April £12, and
May, £23. The same thing oblained in
eonnection with the Pingin battery, Mul-
line, and Mount Ida, and with a great
majority of the batteries which had shown
8 loss on the whole system, At Yerilla
there had been a loss of £964 1s. The
loss on the whole publie hattery system
last year was incurred firstly on the {wo-
head wmills, and secondly it was due to
the fact that expenditure had been in-
curred on hatteries which were lying idle
for five, six, and seven months. If this
plan were pursned by the department any
longer, it would not be possible for the
system to pay. The batteries were lying
idle owing to the fact that not sufficient
ore was obtainable. The Minister had
nof reetified that position of affairs by
the inereased charges. Batleries could
only be kept going by a largely inerensed
tonnage. This increase would not come
from -the high-grade propositions, but
was always the production of the low-
grade properties. By inereasing the bat-
tery charges the Minister bad cat off what
wonld have gone to the batteries and en-
abled them to keep going. The low-grade
propositions could he worked under the
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glidiny scale. Ther¢ were hundreds of
tons of low-grade orve which eould be put
into batteries and rthe system could
easily show a profit. By inerensing the
charges the Minister had gone the wrong
way about securing an adequate supply
of slome for the State batteries. Many
of the batteries, partienlarly those in the
Minister’'s own electorate, were in locali-
ties 1hat wnfortunately were heing wotked
oul. Take the Mulline, whieh had 20
head of stamwps 1t had erusbed con-
giderably less than the Lennonville bhai-
tery for the vear 1908; also ihe Mul-
warrie, Yerilla, and Mount Ida batteries
were unforinnately situated in loealities
where the supply of stone was insuffi-
Aent.

The Minister for Mines: The annual
report says that the Lennonville ¢rmshed
1,500 tons and the Alulline 2,500,

Mr. TROY: The figures he had been
using were those for tle three years end-
ed June, 1909. THe had made a com-
plete table of the returns at the time the

Minister was going to remove the
Lennonville battery on the seore that
there was insufficient ore for erush-
ing.  He found thar  the Mulline,
Mulwarrie. Pig Well, Burtville, Dar-
lot, Yerilla, Devon, Widgiemooltha,

and Siheria baiteries, in addition to very
wany others, had erushed considerably
less per annum than the Lennonville bat-
tery.

The Minister for Works: TLennonville
was fortunate in having so mueh to erush.

Mr. TROY: The loss on the battery
wyslem was due Lo the fact that certain
mills hind been started which had been of
no valve. .

The Minister for Works: What mills?

Mr. TROY: The two-head mills,

. The Minister for Works: How many
of them?

Mr, TROY: Two. 'The seeond reason
for the loss was that expenditure had been
inegurred by batteries that had Leen idie
the grenter part of the year. These bat-
teries conld only be kept going by an
adequate supply of stone which could
only come from the low-grade proposi-
tions. Take Boogardie for instance: that
was a low-grade distriet. the stone aver-
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aging eight and a half weighi=, and yef
the hattery showed a profit of over £100
for the year. On the other band in many
lucalities where the average had been con-
siderably higher, over onc ounce, there
had Been a loss shown at the hatteries.
In ihe high-grade localities the revised
seale gave a reduetion, whilst in the large
low-grade distriet 1he revised scale meant
an ineresse in the crushing rates. During
the {ime the Minisler was fghting Mr.
Camphell for the Menzies seat, he muade
several speeches on the State batiery sys-
tem, and on that oceasion =aid that the
luss for the year was only £2,000, which
he deemed was very paltry. e then
condemned the member for Guildford be-
vause Muv, Jobnson proposed an increased
raie in order to make up that loss. The
Minister ecould say nothing sufficiently
seathing regarding the eonduel of the
member for Guildford. The charges
only applied to the North-West bat-
tery ; but the Minister stated that
Mr. Johnson’s remarks applied to
all the hatteries. He said in one speech
that the battery systemn showed a loss of
€2,000 for the year, but that loss could
easily be made up by better administra-
tion, also that there was no necessity for
inereased rates. He said further that even
if there were a loss of two thousand
pounds it was a wmere bagatelle, and
should go as a subsidy lo the mining in-
dustry. What was the aetion of the Min-
ister to-day when there was n small loss?

The Minister for Mines:
£7,000 last year.

Mr. TROY: For the year ended June
last the loss was £4,000. That loss was
caused by maladministration in pursuing

A losz of

.0 system which was not advantageous to

the batleries. There certainly had been
a small loss, but had there not been a loss
in connection with the agricultaral rail-
ways? The Minister for Mines was glso
Minister for Railways, There was a loss
on those railways of over £11,000, and did
the Minister intend therefore to increase
the charges over the agricultural lines in
order to wake up that sum? If not, why
did the Minister intend to penalise the
prospectors because through his own mal-
admioistration there had heena small loss
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on the public batleries? 1 we were on
ike eve of an election there would he & de-
¢rease promised in such charges. The loss
on the public batteries wos more than
compensated for by the assistance which
bad been given to the State. It was not
proposed to stop building agrieultural
railways smply because there was a
loss as these railways were building
up the agricultural industry. Yet
the Minister was inereasing the rates
on the batteries becsuse there was
3 Joss on that syetem. Look at
the loealities opened up by the bat-
teries, Mention might be made of the
Blaeck Range and Meekatharra fields. The
former supported a population of over
two thousand adulls, who provided a
market for the agriculturist. The depart-
ment had received a great deal of revenue
from the people in those loecalities, and
there would have been no populaiien
there but for the batiery. Take the feld
fifty or sixty miles south from Black
Range, namely Youanme. The Minister
must be given credit for the action he took
in providing a babtery there. The exist-
enge of the battery at Youammne had at-
tracted the attention to that district of
people who had itaken options over the
very big propositions. He was hopeful
that these propositions would be taken
over with the result that there would he
a8 important a loeality there 60 milex
south of Sandstone as was to be found
in thet distriet. Witk regard to Meeka-
tharra, and other promising fields in the
State, a great majority of them were the
resnit of properties being located and
opened up because the prospectors were
enabled fo erush at the State batteries,
and although the State battery system
bad been of great advantage to the State,
it was found that the Minister for
Mines was now making increased imposts
which would prevent prospectors develn)-
ing the low-grade propositions which
might turn into promising properties, and
asgist wining development in many im-
portant fields. If the member for Kal-
goorlie were in his seat the fact might he
mentioned that when he was fighting Mr.
Johnson at Kalgoorlie, he econdemned the
Labour Party becanse Mr. Juhinson pro-
pnsed to inerease the charges. He «aid the
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Labour Party irted to ncrease the hattery
charges in order to vun the batlery system
un business lines and eondemned the party

for that action, That was the very
thing that the Minister for Mines
said he was doing to-day, and the

member for Kalgoorlie was prepared to
support him unow., There was no doubt
that the Minister for Mines would be
found, when the next general elections
were approaching, lowing the length and
hreadth of the State promising reductions.

The Minster fov Mines: You are not
Justified in saying that.

Alrv. TROY: The Minister for Mines
hind done that frequently. There had not
heen a general election when ihe Minister
for Mines had not done it, but his promise
had not been kept. He (Mr. Troy) was
justified in making the assertion that the
Minister had heen most prolifie with re-
gard to his promises in the past, and
wounld do the same thing in the future
The manner in which the Minister was
treating the mining industry was deserv-
ing of coudemnation. He was pursaing
a piggardly poliey with regard to the
waler supply and other wmatters in con-
ueetion with the development of the in-
dustry, while on the other liand there had
been lavish expenditure in eonnection with
agriculiure.

The Minister for Mines: YWhy do not
vou aive some instanees?

Mr. TROY: On taking up the Esti-
mates it would be found that 90 per cent.
of the votes were devoted to agricultural
cenlres, while 10 per cent. went to the
coldfields eentres.

The Minister for Mines: Ave you deal-
ing with water supplies?

Mr. TROY: An effort had been made
to seeure a water supply belween Youan-
me and Sandstone, but it could not be oh-
tained. Whenever the Minister gol into
recess it was @ very hard matter lo gel
anything. Tt was difficalt to get to his
car at all with regard to the development
of the mining industry. The Minister
had not been in to the member for Mount
Magnet, and the Minister’s clerk had told
a deliherate lie in order to shield the Min-
ister. When that officer’s salary on the
Estimates was reached it was his inten-
tion to move that it he rediced. There
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was evidenee in the House that he (Mr.
Troy) endeavoured to get the Minister
for days on the telephone, and the clerk
told a lie by stating the Minister was not
in. He had rung up the Minister on the
telephone five minutes after another mem-
ber of the House had spoken to bim at
his office, and yet had been told that the
Minister was not in.

The Minister for Works :
other member on the telephone
same timeY

Mr. TROY: The other member spoke
to the Minister, and he (Mr. Troy) was
standing by.

The Honorary Minister: How did the
other member know what the clerk said
to you?

Mr. TROY: He would have been dense
indeed if he had not gathered from the
conversation what was said.

Mr. Bolton: It was previously u1-
ranged.

Mr. TROY: The Minister had put him
(Mr. Troy) off week after week and had
forced many people to live through the
Christmas holidays without a penny in
their houses because he would not erush
their ore. On another oecasion a depu-
tation from Day Dawn was so disgusted
with the reception that they got that one
memhber determined that on the first op-
portunity he would see the Premier and
bring the Minister's eonduet nnder notice.
There were dozens of snch instances, and
it was well known tbat when a Minister
got into recess members could expeet
little consideration from him regarding
matters pertaining fo the mining indus-
try.

The Minister for Mines: Give some in-
stanees,

Mr. TROY: The "Minister bad been
asked for a well for the Youanme district,
and the reply had been that there was a
report to the effect that.there was a
sufficient supply at the battery. It had
since heen found that there was insuffi-
cient water there even for battery
purposes. There was a population at
thig place of 100 people depending upon
a small bore for water, and they could
not get anything like an adequate supply
during the summer months. The small

Was the
ot the
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loss which bad been inenrved by the bat-
fery system shouwld not be used as a rea-
son why the charges should be increased;
rather should the same consideration -be
given to the mining industry which .was
given to agriculturists in the case of
spur radlways. It was kis intention to
deny that there was a real loss in the
battery system. For instance, the Gov-
ernment had thousands of tons of slimes
lying at the State batteries for which
they would get a bandsome return. Some
of these slimes were paid for and some
were not, but they were all claimed by the
Government, and when they were treated
it would be found that there was no losx
to the battery system; rather would.there
be a handsome profit. In econnection with
the payments made for the prospeclors,
the Government paid only £4 per fine
ounce while the value of the gold per
fine ounee was £4 4s. 11d. There again
the prosepector bad 4s. 11d. deducted
from what was his due. Again, the Gov-
ernment paid on a basis of 75 per cenl.
on the assay value of the samples, where-
as the Minister himself elaimed that the
department recovered more than B per
eent,, and wp to 90 per cecent. In all
these methods the prospeetor was nol be-
ing liberally treated by the Mines De-
partment. In connection with the mininy
industry there was not that eonsideralion
given to it which had been given in jprre-
vious years. There had been a great ad-
vanee made in agrieulture and no enc in
the House had denied a vote for the
legitimate development of that industry.
and no one quibbled because there had
heen a glight loss in conneetion with some
of the avenues utilised for lhe develop-
ment of that industry; still it could roi
but be held that the mining industry was
being absolulely sacrificed to the other in-
dustry. The Estimates proved that conelu-
sively, and there was no doubt that there
the people until there had heen a change
in connection with the administration of
the departrnent. Members were told that
Mr. Dunstan was going 1o revolationise
the system, and that the prospectors
would derive a great advantage. For
every conceivable foss My, Dunstan’s pre-

decessor was blamed. and yet My, Dun-
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stan’s own administration bad been most
faulty. He bad been found wanting, and
instead of making reductions the Minister
had - heen compelled to increase the
charges.

The Minister for Mines: I have pointed
owt two or three times that there have
been reduetions.

Mr. TROY: There bad been an in-
creuse lately, and ap inerease imposed on
the people who were struggling on low-
grade propositions. The Minister’s sym-
pathy was not with the holders of low-
grade propositions. He had shown it to
be with the man who bad bigh-grade pro-
pesitions, and whe was not strugpling
previously under the sliding seale. By
inereasing the charges to the low-grade
property holder and decressing the
charges to the person who had a high-
grade property the Minister showed he
tad no sympatby for the poorer worker.
The result would be, that instead of there
being an increased tonnage at these hat-
teries there wonld be a decreased tonnage
in the future. The Minister stated there
had been an increased tonnage during the
past half-year, but he had forgotten that
there were more batteries in operation.
There were hatteries which had heen
erected in new localities, and in suech
places these wonld be always kept going
full time at the outset, and an inerease
in toonage counld be expected in conse-
gquence. There was no desire to labour
the gquestion. There was an absolute
neeessity for the provision of water sup-
plies on the goldfields in order to enahle
praspeetors to open up new fields, and
provide markets for those people en-
gaged in the agricultural industries. He
desired to urge upon the Minister to ve-
traee his steps regarding the increased
hattery charges because he was not poing
to do the system any good. He would do
a great harm to the industry, and he
would penalise a great number of pros-
pectors and drive them from the holdings
they had occupied for years past. There
were - prospectors struggling for years
and, under every disadvaniage, endeav-
onring t0 open up their properlies, and
hanging on to their shows with the hope
that ey might zet a little ahead: hut
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the inereased charges hed given the death
koell to their hopes, and the result was
that they had to abandon their properties,
and the mining industry received a set-
back in their localities. There was a
journal which always supported the Min-
ister, that eallously remaked that the pro-
spector was little good if be threw up his
property because he was unable te hang
on owing to the inereased rates; and this
Journal asked “why not give the increased
rates a chance”; but these people who
had beld on to their properties for years,
just making tucker, knew perfectly well
from their past experience that they
would not be able to hang on and pay
their way with the increased charges.
The increase meant their bread and but-
ter, and if they could not earn bread and
butter they had to go on the tramp.
That was what the Minister wonld bring
about by these charges. The Miuister
was not giving to the prospeetors the
same consideration he, as Minister for
Railways, was piving to the agriculturists.
He was not giving them a hand to get
along and open up their properties and
bring abont the development expeeted for
the mining industry; and although to-
night physieally unfit he (3. Troy)
raised his protest against the increased
charges the Minister had made in the
State battery system.

Mr. HUDSON: It was not very long
since the snbject of the State batlery sys-
tem was thoroughly disenssed by mem-
bers, and a great desl of eritieism was
offered as to the methods pursued by the
present Minister. Shortly afterwards the
Minister, with the consent of the Govern-
ment, thought fit to appoint a board of
inquiry into the $Siate hattery system.
That was an admission of weakness on
the part of the Minister or of want of
confidence in his officers. At a cost of
over £2,000 the board reported and
made cerlain tecommendations, bnt it
was understood mone of these recom-~
mendations had been given effect fo, so
the attempted whitewashing of the de-
partment by the board resulted in abse-
lute failure. It became neecessary about
this time to appoint a suecessor to the
then Superintendent of Batferiez, and
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although the inguiry board bad not quite
completed iis operations there happened
to be a gentleman named Dunstan out of
employment. This gentleman came from
the manaeement of & smelter to the gen-
eral nmanagement of the State batteries
of Western Australia. Some better re-
ecommendation should have been offered
as to his capsbilities, However, members
were led to expeet great things, but By,
Dunstan had now bheen in charge for a
considerable time and what was the posi-
tiont There was just as mueh dissaiis-
faction among the prospectors as there
was when Mr. Dunstas took charge. One
innovation that was going to revolutionise
the system was shifting about the State
battery managers. The superintendent
thonght that to change the battery man-
agers around it would reduce the charges
all round, but it turned out that men
were taken away from batteries where
they were making sueccesses and others
were put in eharge who had made fail-
ures in other places. At any vate that was
something that could not be appreciated
by the prospectors. One manager who
had been making a suceess of his work,
and agsinst whom the department had
no complaint, declingd to be shifted. The
removals were supposed to be made for
economy, but where was the economy in
ghifting a man, say, from Nannine to
Norseman, a matter of 600 miles, especi-
ally if the man had been making a sue-
eess at Nanuine, or a success at Norse-
man, as the case might be? Was il any
wander Lhere were losses in vonnection
with the system when sueh a stafe of
affairs existed? It was not the proper
thing for the Minister to make an altera-
tion of charges in connection with the
erushing at State Dbatteries. The Minis-
ter proposed to ineresse the cost against
the person least able to afford it, the
person with a low-grade proposition. The
Minister, of course, would say that the
person with high-grade ore might not
have the width of ore, and might have to
get all his gold out of a narrow vein, and
might have to take out a lot of mutllock
to get it; but, notwithstanding those iso-
lated instances, the scale of charges en-
forced up till Iately should be given a
further trial. The present propnsal had
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heen practically sprung upon the pros-
pectors, and as it evidently did not wmeet
wilh the aproval of the latest prospec-
tors’ econference the Minister should re-
consider the propositivn before putting
it inte effect. In regard to the Ravens-
thorpe smelter be (Mr. Hudson) had
made some drastic remarks with regard
to the sale, saying that it was not in the
interests of the prospector. The effect
had certainly increased the output of the
aopper by one company, but it had not
increased the number of prospectors. In
fact, it had an entirely opposite effect,
and drove them out of the district to
seek fresh fields and pastures new, 8o
less new country was being opened onti
andd there was less likelihood of per-
manency in the output from the field.
When the Minister visited the field in June
last, be promised the prospectors there,
those who were left, that they would be
given an opportunity of sending their
ore away at a reasonable rate. It was one
of the explanations given when the smel-
ter was sold that the Government wore
going to build a railway so that the pro-
spectors could gel their ore away; and
the Minister was asked by the prospec-
tors to give provision for cheap cartage
and wharfage and for ramps at the
station. The Minister promised these
things, but up to the present none of the
promises were fulfilled.

The Minister for Mines: Did you not
wel cheap vates?

Mr, HUDSON: They were nol put in-
to operaiton. 1f was said they were going
to he giveu, and that the cheap wharf-
age was to be given: and though be had
agked until he was lired of asking, it was
only the other dav he found there were
not safficient trucks to carry the ore, and
that the ramps had not been provided.

The Minister for Mines: You know
the difficulty that we had; they took all
the material on to Esperance.

Mr. HUDSON: A long time had
elapsed since the applications were made
and the promises given. Surely it did not
take five months to put things into opera-
tion? At any rate a fortnizbt ago the
timber had not arrived for the construe-
tion of the ramps. Application had been
made for a reward by 5 man who claim-
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el to have discovered the Norseman
goldfield. The applicaut was an elderly
man and was destitute, but was told it
was too late now and that the applica-
tion should bave heen made at an ear-
lier date. He (Mr. Hudson) now urged
apon the Minister the advisability of re-
considering the matter, to see if, as was
done in other cases, some recompense
could not be made to the man who was
the pioncer of the district, If further in-
quirics were made he {Mr. Hudson) was
confident the Minister would feel justi-
fied in granting an allowance or reward
to the man who claimed to bave discov-
ered the Dundas goldfield. It was lefi
to the genercsity of the Government as
to what reward to make. e hoped due
inquiry would he made into this case. He
did not desire any favour to he shown to
any individual, but he hoped the Minis-
ter would give the matter favourable
eonsideration during recess.

Mr. HEITMANN: The prospectors of
the State were not receiving tbe encour-
agement they deserved from the Mines
Department, Whether it was the Min-
ister for Mines who was to blame, or
whether the Minister was dependent on
officers who were not in sympalhey with
the industry, or whether il was bad man-
agement right through the department,
be did not know; but he would point out
that while we heard the Minister through-
out the State, particularly when speaking
to farming audiences, telling ibe people
how much he was prepared to do for the
genumine prospector of the Siate, we
found wany prospectors were not receiv-
ing the consideration they were entitled
to. A good deal of interest wonld be
taken in the House when it became known
how the money under the prospecting vole
was  heing  expended. Personally he
found it most diflicult to get any assist-
anee for prospectors. On one occasion
a genuine man applied for a loan, yet
most ridiculous reasons were advanced for
refusing the individual assistance. This
man had spent every penmy he had to
open up his show. He had bought ma-
chinery to the amount of £500; he had
timbered the shaft down to 80 feet, all
with sawn timber costing something like
one pound a fool: and when le acked
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the Mines Department tor a loan to sink
further, giving as a security the lease
and the machinery—this new plani—he
was told that the shaft had been sunk
too near (he old shafi thercfore the re-
quest was refused. As one who had done
a little mining, he had come to the con-
clusion that the objeetion was ridiculous.
This man, wha was a practical miner and
who had employed on each shaft prac-
tical men, sought the advice of the prac-
tical men in the district and it was found
that tho place in which he had decided to
sink the shaft was the most suitable. Yet
we had the officers of the Mines Depart-
ment going to the place, paying very littie
attention to this show, but they refuse the
loan, This man obtained & loan, paying
something like ten per cent. to the bank
tor the money. The department should
velieve the genuine prospector of the
State from going to the banks for money.

Mr. Monger: What bank was charging
ten per cent?

Mr. HEITMANN 2id not know.

The Minister for Mines: Ii would he
about eight per cent.

My. HEITMAXN understood this mun
was paying ten per eeut. Althongh this
man had reeeived this set-back. other
cases in his distriet not so worthy of con-
sideration had rveceived a-sistance. A%
the time that this individual of whom he
had spoken applied to the Mines Depart-
ment Ffor assistance, there waz heing
spent, 60 or 70 miles from Cue, money
obtained from the Mines Department, not
in development work, buf in breaking out
stone worth over onc ounce to the ton.
The system in existence at the present
time was noi as satisfactory as it should
be, and he (Mr. Heibmann} snggested
that oiining hoards should be appointed
in the various districts of the State simi-
lar to the Vietorian hoards, then greater
satisPaeiion would he yiven. At present
there was too much dependence on wmen
who might be well up tecknically but who
had verv little praetical knowledsze of
mining work, especially from a prospec-
tor’s point of view. Tf hoards were ap-
pointed, with the warden of the distriet
as chairman. and a representative of the
Prospeetors’ M\ssociation on  the hoard,
and. sav. the mining inspector. 1o deal
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with wvarious applications received from
prospeetors, greater satisfaetion would be
given, al the same time preventing loss
of time lo the prospectors. Then those
deserving enconragement would receive it.
Prospectors wonld not be forced to wait
an extended period to get money. He
(Mr. lleinmann) had asked for an exten-
sion of the Stale hattery system to his
locality, and this vequest Lhad heen pre-
ferred for a nember of years, but had
been met with all soris of replies. The
last in his opinion seemed to he most ex-
tracrdipary.  After due inguiry had been
made by the offivials of the Mines De-
partment. on the first oceasion tt was said
that not suflicient encouragement would
Ve given in Lhe distriet to warrant ihe
erection of o haltery, but afier it had
been proved by the prospeciors of Cue
that they could be depended npon to keep
the hattery going, the Minister replied
that he would vefer the wmaller to
Cabinet for eonsideration anrl decision. If
the Minister thonght the people were im-
pressed wiih lhat reply, he was mistaken.
The Minister for Mines was practieally
the only mining man in the Ministry, in
fact he was the only mining man whe
sat on the Government side of the House.
When « recommendalion was sent to
Cabinet for consideration, it wns gener-
ally accompanied by a recommendation
from the Minister, and when the Minister
sent alony the request for a pablie hal-
terv for Cue for Cabinet decision he
mast have sent a recommendation with it
He (Mr, Heitmann) would far rather
have the Minister tell the applicants
straight out that he would not give a
battery to Cue as the hatteries there were
sufficient to deal with the output of stone
in the disiriet, rather than go a round-
about way of refusing the request. The
people of Cue had waited a long time for
a battery, and although it was true that
the charges there were not as high as in
some parts of the State the Minister
knew that the trouble was not the eharges
but the general treatment the prospectors
received at these hatteries. Private econ-
siderations played all too important a
part in the Mines Depariment, partica-
larly when it come to the erection of a
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public hattery. He felt surve that if the
Minister were to ereet a battery in Cue
in a short time, instead of therc being
a population of 700 or 800 people there,
the population would be doubled within
iwo years, There was another anatter be
wished hriefly to touch on, that was the
old-slanding sove as Lo 1he ventilution of
mines.  Jivery year sinee 1904 he had
touehed on this maiier, and he bad asked
that beiter ventilation be given to the
mines in the State; and he had asked
that better conditions generally might be
given to the miners in Western Australia.
Membhers had not considered it necessary
that the miners in Vestern Anstralia
should receive thal consideration which
was given to the workmen in other in-
dustries. The Government had at Isst
decided to take steps in the malter, and
had promised to appoint a Royal Com-
mission, but the personnel of that Com-
mission would play an important part.
He was not speaking out of school, for
he had had a conference with the Min-
ister and did not wish to disclose any-
thing that might be private, but he be-
lieved that the State Mining Engineer
would be appointed en that Commission,
and that was as it should be. From a
technical standpoint thal officer bhad a
deal of knowledge of mining from various
standpoinis. On this Commission fo deal
witl miners’ phthisis, the Minister would -
be wise lo appoint one or two-—he did
not know how many members wounld be
on this Commission—praetical men to in-
quire into the condition of the mining in-
dustry. No matter whal technieal know-
ledee a man might have, or how many
exominatious he had passed in a school
of mines, unless he had gone through the
actual experience of working in mines,
particularly in deep ground and with ma-
chinery, it was impossible for him to pry
into the conditions of the miner. He
was pleased that the Government kad at
last after speaking on the queshtion of
miners’ plthisis for a number of years
recognised that phthisis was assuming
very serious proportions and should be
taken in hand. YWhen last he (Mr. Heit-
mann} spoke on the question of winers’
phthisis, the Minister instead of reply-
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ing in the Chamber went to the Press
some days afterwards and replied to the
statements there.

The Minister for Mines: 1 made no
reply here as I would have heen out of
order if I had done so.

Mr. HEITMANN: There wus plenty
uf opportunity for the Minister to reply
in the House. When the Minister did re-
ply it was not in regard to the condi-
tions of the miner, but rather with the
hope of showing that the wmember For
Cue was exaggerating and speaking with-
onf his book. He (Mr. Heitmann) had
replied to the statements, and had proved
to all fair-minded wmen that there were
a greal many cases in Western Austra-
lin of miners’ phthisis. The Minister
bad again replied with the same objeet
of trying to depreeate the statements
‘made by a meinber of the OQpposition, Tt
seemed extraovdinavy that the Minister
did not quote the report of Dr. Blanch-
ard, who had been specially eommission-
ed by the Government to inquire into
the conditions at Day Dawn. That report
should have been made public by the
Government, Dr. Blanchard had pointed
out that there were many eases of
‘phthisis in Day Vawn, that the con-
plaint was increasing to a large extent,
that it had been more prevalent among
the foreigners, and that there must he
something very had with the ventilation

in the mine. But instead of yuoiing this

report the Minister bad quoted the Sta:-
istical Abstract and the abstract from
the books of the Cue hospital, and had
endeaveured to show that he (Mr. Heit-
mann} had Deen exaggeraling. The
Minister had sent Mr. Montgomery
- Day Dawn to inquire, and it was clear
that the State Mining Engineer could nnt
have paid attention to his duties, seeing
that he bad arrived at the conclusion
that there was only one ease of phtbisis
in Day Dawn., Either Mr. Montzomery
bad been instructed to bring in an ad-
verse report, or lie had not inquired in
the proper quarters.

The Minister for Mines: lle would

not bring in a report opposed to his find-
ings.
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Mr, HEITMANN:  Probably Mr.
Montgomery ‘wounld refuse to do any-
thing of the sort.

The Minister for Works: He did not
go up specially For that work.

Mr. HEITMANN: Xo: but M
Montgomery had heen specially asked to
inquite while there. When lie (Mr. Heit-
mann) went to Day Dawn last February
there was an oulery through ibe whole of
the distriet in vespeel 1o the ownber of
eases of miiners’ phthisis appearing in
the (own. "o-day hLe could go to Day
Dawn and pick out len or a dozen wmen
suffering trom phthisis—men who three
years age had heen sirang and heacty.
As o maiter of faet, almost every week
for a considerable period he had gone to
the Medical Department hegging that
some of the miners mighi he allowed to
spend a little fime in the sanatorium at
Coolgardie. He had gone to the Colonial
Secretary and asked if it were not pos-
sible to get a miner inte the sanatorium
at Coolgardie, and the Colonial Seere-
tary had indignantly replied, “No, the
place is overerowded as it ig, and niners
ave Roeking Lo Coolgardie -from all over
the State in the hopes of getting into the
sanatorium.”  On the other hand the
Minister for Mines had repeatedly de-
¢lared that there weve very few cases in
Weslern Aunstralia. In view of this eon-
flict of opinion, what was one to thinle®
He hoped the time would come when the
Minister would consider the lives of these
wnfortunate men, if not from a merely
lumane standpoint, at least Erom the
standpeint of economy. It would be true
economy to save these wen to the State
instead of allowing them to he huried,
and their wives and children o he
thrown on the bounty of the State. [t
was to he hoped ihe Royal Cowmmission
promisel hy the Minister would be ap-
pointed as soon as possible.  When &
medieal man was sent to the deep mines
it would be proved that there were han-
dreds of wen sulfering from lung trouble
in its varions stnges. That it could he
eured, that it eould he almost eradicated
tfrom the Srate, he (Mr. Heitmann) was
perfectly sure. As far as he was con-
cerned even the mining indostry irself,
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regarded as a whole, was not 10 be eon-
sidered as against the lives of the miners.

My, GOURLLEY: XNot one word lad
been spokeu this evening in favour of the
State battery sysztem. He wasnot gving to
compliment the Minister on his adminis-
iration; he wanted to say there had been
# vast deal of bad management so far as
batteries were concerned. One could not
belp approving of the systom itsell’, be-
eavse (here were no better means n West-
ernr Ausiralia of developing the judushy
than the Siate hattery system. Prior to
the system being inbroduced into the State
a very high charge had heen made for
ernshing in the Menzies distriet. At thal
time prospectors were paying £2 a ton
withoul recovering cither sands or slimes,
Eventually the charges were reduced to
something like 255, a ton, bul even then
the prospectors were not paid for sands
or slimes. When the State battery sys-
tem was intvodueed the charges fell to
158, and the prospeetors were paid for
their sands, although not for their slimes,
As fur as the slimes at the Menzies State
battery at present time were eoncerned,
be trusted the Minister wounld see his way
clear to paying for this property. Num-
erons eomplaints could he levelled at the
various State hatteries. In some instan-
ces it was due to bad mauagement, fo the
fact that frequently the iuanagers ap-
pointed had failed to attend to their
duties. A preat deal had been =aid in
regard to the high cost at some of these
wille. At the Menzies State hattery there
bad been employed a manager, an assayer,
an amalgamator, and an assistant amal-
gamator. That there was no necessity for
the assayver or for the assistant amalga-
mator was shown when the new battery
manager took echarge. That officer lad
straighl away dismissed the assayer and
the assistant amalgamator, thereby saving
at Jeast £9 o weel. This in itself went to
auggest the cause of the high costs ex-
isting at the present time. While in fav-
our of the hattery system he had very
little to say in favonr of the manngement
of many of the mills.

Mr. Angwin: Do you believe in wiping
them out altogether?
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Mr. GOURLEY: 1t was an absurd
sjuestion ty ask. Beeause he had spoken
of bad wanagement it did not go to show
ibat he was in favour of abolishing the
Siafe balteries, (ood management could
he oblained, and it was the doly of the
Minister o seeure good management,
Me was plensed thal the Minister had
al least realised that the (wo-head mills
were o failure.  As regards the Desde-
s will he (Mr, Gourley) desired teo
bring under the notice of the Minister
the taet that prospeciors very often were
only ahle  to  obtain 1ldwts. over the
plnies. while 26 or 27 dwts. were Jeft in
the sands.  Becanse of this many of the
prospectors at Desdemona were in the
unfortunate position of being scareely
nble to pay their way, whercas if the
Minister wounld pay them for the gold in
their tailings they would be comfortably
silnated. Certainly the Minisier shonld
pay these prospeciors for lheir gold or
mnke them some advance agninst it in
one way or another. He (Mr. Gourley)
had spoken to the Superintendent of State
Batieries quite recently. He had osgea-
sion {o think that the Superiniendent of
State Batteries had but very little sym-
pathy with the prospectors, and that the
Superintendent of State Batteries should
never bave been appointed lo the posi-

tion, for the veason that he did
no know his duties sufficiently well.

[f the Minister was =0 desirous of assist-
jng prospectors by erecting  two-head
mills that bad proved failures so far as
the prospectors were coneerned, owing
to the fact that nearly the whole of the
vold was in the tailings, the Minister
shtould alen assist them by erecting eyan-
ide plants or by advaneing on the 1ail-
ings. There were numbers of complaints
that ilie prospeetors had to wait actoally
u weele hefore they conld gel their assay
values, In some inglances prospeectors
brought their ore to the mill and bad it
cleaned up on Saturday or Monday and
in some instances there was a low value
over the plates, and they were anxious to
kuow whether the tailings carried any
value beforc aliempting to work their
shows again; buf though a special day
was set apart for the assaying of tail-
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ings, for some reason or other they were
often compelled to wait for a week to
get the result. There should be a regular
systein of having some particular days,
say Wednesdays and Saturdays, for the
purpose. Again, if 2 man took a ermsh-
ing to the mill Le had to wait two months
before heing paid for the tailings. In
some cases it was three months, He had
known instances where a prospeetor had
paid a bank £15 to cash his tailings
vouncher. The sum of £10 was paid in
another case, and there were other in-
stances where the prospectors paid pub-
liecans or storekeepers £1 to £5 for cash-
ing their vouchers. If the Minister was
desirons of assisting the prospectors, why
shonld he not pay within fourteen days?
Of course the Minister would say be had
no money, but the Minister should en-
deavounr to find the money. It was too
long to wait two months. One could find
fault with many matters in conneetion
with the State batteries, but on the whole
one must speak with some favour in re-
gard to the initiation of the scheme. The
batteries had accomplished a wonderful
amount of good for the State; and if
there had been the enormous smount of
expense, as meniioned by the member
for Mount Magnet, it was due {o the
fact that there was very little stone
brought to the mill. There was a profit
in other instances owing to the fact thai
the battery was worked, as in the case of
Menzies, full shifis, and alse on Suop-
days.  Much could be said about the
faet that there was a higher cost in some
cases, but in other instances a profit was
shown, Word had not come from the
Leonora district, or the EBastern Gold-
ficlds, protesting against the increased
charges for erushing, but the tiddly-wink-
ing with the State baitery charges cansed
a considerable amount of dissatisfaction
amongst the prospectors, and a con-
siderable amount of unrest. If the Min-
ister wanted to devise a scale of charges
he should devise ove once and for all
and let it remain at that, but this ever-
lasting tiddly-winkivg with the charges
was a most unsatisfactory state of af-
fairs. The Miovister knew that some
months ago when it was decided to in-
crease the State batlery charges another
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baitery came into competition at Maen-
zies.

The Minister for Mines: They storted
a zood deal before that.

Me. GOURLEY: It was staied this
was due to the fack that the Minister in-
areased the chavges. There was a 20-head
mill in eompetition at Menzies, and the
Dreadnought company, which had prev-
iously crushed at the public battery, were
now erushing at the new wmill. Had these.
increased charges not hcen made the
Dreadnought people would have been
crushing at the State mill siill, also num-
erous olhers who were crushing ot the
private mill. The result would he that
the Menzies battery, instead of showing
a profit of £2,000 a year, would eveu-
tnally show a profit of £1,000 or £1,500,
the decrense being undoubtedly due to
the increased rates, and if this applied
in the Menzies distriet, it would also ap-
ply throughout other disfriets.

Mr. Angwin: Are the other people
doing the erushing cheaper?

Mr. GOURLEY: They are ecrusbiug
down to 5Bs. a ton, I believe.

The Minister for Mines: We are doing
it by time at 4s. a ton.

Mr. Angwin: What do they do with
the slimes?

Mr. GOURLEY: The Minister paid
for the slimes on a 75 per cent. basis.
This company was advertising thab it
was going to pay on a 90 per cent. basis,
so there was a difference in favour of the
prospeetor of 4s. on the erushing and a
high perecentage on the slimes. If a pri-
vate company eould erush for the pros-
pectors at 5s. a ton and eould pay a high
values for the slimes, surely the Minister
could compete.

Myr. Angwin: The general expression
in the goldfields distriets is that they are
not content with the returns frem pri-
vate companies.

Mr. GOURLEY: Finaneial assistance
was given to loeal syndicates, and indi-
viduals had been favoured. He did not
know why these individuals should have
been favonred with assistance from the
mining development vete. The depart--
ment bad not been recouped for the out-
lay in some instances, However it was
almozr impossible for the legitimale pro-
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speclor to obtain any assistance from
the Mines Depaclment in lhe matier of
this vote. More good could be rendered
to the indusiry if genuine prospeciors
were assisted from the vote. The Min-
ister was always willing fo assist little
tin-pot companics that eame into exXist-
ence, often with the idea of getting as-
sistance from the Government fo work
poinls, and then died ant; lLut assistance
should be given by setting apart a sum
of money to be granted to genuine pro-
spectors to assist them in developing. As
a rule they worked their shows to 100
feet where the country got hard, but they
eonld offer no security to the department
in the event of the money nol heing ob-
tained from the Jease. In every instance
assistance sought in this direction bhad
been refused to prospectors, who pro-
spected year in and year oui and existed
on a few shillings a week. These were
the men opening up the geldfields, but
they received the scantiest nssistance
from the Minister. 1t was to be hoped
the Minister wounld give more assistance
to gennine prospectors than had heen
given in the past.

[Mr. Deglish resumed the Chair.]

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There was no
system introduced in any State that had
done so mueh to help the mining industry
as the State battery system had done in
this State, but with beiter management
much more conld he done. The suecess
of the system was a question of manage-
ment. We were not paying the Super-
intendent of State Batteries the salary
to ohtain the services of a man compe-
tent to fill the posiiion.
officer should be to nttend to the hatteries
and to travel round and examine the
works and workings of the hatteries, in-
stead of sitting in his office in Perth de-
pending almost entirely on the reports of
his managers. He (dMr. Underwooed)
was opposed to the position taken up by
the Minister in regard to the State bat-
tery charges at the request of the pro-
spectors’ association. He held the opinion
that the meeting of the prospectors’ as-
sociation, which drew up the resolution
requesting the Minister to revert to a
fixed charge in preference o a sliding

The duty of this.
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scale, was a packed meeting, a meeling
of men whose prospecting consisied of
prospecting in other people’s pockets,
There were a great number of 8t
George’s terrace miners ab thal mecling.
There was a fairly strong argument on
the other side of the gquestion. That was
to say there were many men working
fairly high-grade propositions from
which they could raise only a limited
amount of stone. It secemed unfair, per-
‘haps, that they should have 1o pay a
higher price than in some cases more
fortunate men with larger hodies of ore
of lower values. T had to be remem-
bered, however, that these large hodies
of ore kept the batteries going. If it
were. nol. for them the men with the
richer and smaller veins would nol have
a Slate battery to crush their stone at
Therefore, it was the duty and lhe hest
poliey, of the Minister and the batteries
depariment to eneourage, as far as pos-
sible, the opening np of the large ore
bodies. Tf it eould be done by differen-
Hal rates, or by a sliding seale, that
course shanld be followed. However,
the House did not appear to be paying
much attention to him so he would econ-
clude.

Mr. BATH: The member for
Mount Magnet had dealt exhaustively
with the question of the administra-
tion of State batieries, and in view of
the fact that his distriet and those of one
or two others representing mining areas
were more affected than those represent-
ing populous mining distriets, he had no
intention of dealing at length with the
question; ‘but the hon, member, in point-
ing ont the great losses sustained at Lin-
den and Desdemona, by the erection and
running of two-head mills. had praeti-
cally destroved the arguments the Minis-
ter had used in order to justify the rais-
ing of the rates for crushing. The Min-
ister bad qunoted him (Mr. Bath) with
the objeet of inferring, evidently, that
hecause at some time or other he had said
that loan expenditure should return in-
terest and sinkiug fund that was an ar-
gument for raising the rates for erushing
at State hatteries. It was a good finan-
cial rule to restriel loan expenditure as
far as possible to reproductive works. hut
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he was not content that such a rule shounld
be applied to one body of producers in
the State, and not to others. If it were
going to he applied it should be applied
to all sections of fhe community, and one
body should not be made to suffer while
others were not compelled to snbmii to
the rale. Members who had referred to
these two-head mills seemed to labour
under the delusion that it was only aftar
their erection that the Minister discovered
the.  mistake, and that the erection was
entered upon in all goed faith. The re-
port of the batteries inguiry board would
have saved the Minister from making the
error if he had but adopted it. That
board dealt not with the two-head mill,
but. with a similar type, the unit starap
mill, and they told the Minister after a
trial that those mills were not suitable for
the requirements of the State Batteries
Department. In the light of that repovt
the Minister had sufficient to prevent him
from involving the country in the losses
sustained from the working of these mills.
The mining distrieis whieh had been sup-
porting tha State batieries and had beea
making them profitable concerns now hal
to suffer, not because the State batleries
were unprofitable, but because the Min-
ister had made a- mistake as to two miils
and was making the whole of the indus.
{ry pay for his mistake. A wital mis.
take was made, first, by practieally throw-
ing into the waste paper basket the re.
port of the ingniry board, and in the see-
ond place by the appointment of the pre-
sent Superintendent of State Baiteries.
There was sufficient evidence in the first
place in the fact that the Government
had been involved in a loss by the sale
of the smeliers at Phillips River, for this
should have prevented them from ap-
pointing the officer to take charge of a
much wider sphere. If that gentleman,
in the more limited eapacity as manager
of the State smelter, did not know enough
of his business to realise that there were
values higher than the Government secured
for the smelter, in the matte and slag on
the dump, he had no right to get the posi-
tion.

. The Minister for Mines: He had no-
thing to do with the sale.
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Mr. BATH: Surely if he bad been
managing, as he was, the State smelter,
the Minister would have consulted him
before the sale was made. Any man,
even though not a metallurgist, who had
had a few years’ praetical experience as
foreman in smelting works, would know
the values of the domp.

The Minister for Mines: Someone else
was managing them.

Mr. BATH: The officer was managing
immediately before the sale of the plant.
Even if he bhad not done an hour’s smelt-
ing he should have known, if he were the
man he was represented to be, the values.
The fact that he did not know was prima
facie evidence that he was not the man
for the higher position. Since then, the
fact that reforms had not been ecarried
out, that at the present time there was
such a slimes plant as existed at Norse-
man, and the fact that the reduction in
the cost of treatment had not been
brought about, was convineing testimony
that this gentleman was not a competent
person to fill the position. There was
another thing. This officer had praectiecally
made it impossible to carry out reforms
in the administration of the department,
because in every respect, and on every
oceasion he had identified himself en-
tirely with the interests of the Minister.
One eonld not get reforms, ehanges or
improvements where an officer took up
that attitude. It was that he complained
of, and it was that atfitude which was
evidenced during the campaign of Men-
zies, and it was that attitude that was
going to prevent the proper management
of the Btate batteries. The member for
East Fremantle had asked a question in
a doubtful tome as to whether we could
get proper management of the State bat-
teries.

Mr. Angwin: No, I did nof.

Mr. BATH: Then the bon. member did
not make himself understood. What
were we keeping sueh an institution as
the Sehool of Mines, Kalgoorlie for, if
it were nol going to turn out competent
persons to manage the State batteries: or
any other mining undertaking in Wesl-
ern Anstralia. If we could not do that
it would be better to shut up the institn-
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tion as nobt fulfllling the Eunctions for
whieh it was siarled. As to the preval-
ence of phthisis, more commonly known
as miners’ complaint, there was reason
to complain of the attitude of the Min-
ister. When the Estimates were under
consideration Jlast year he (Mr. Bath)
had referred to the question in the fol-
owing {erms:—
“He wished to refer to something
which was fast becoming a menace to
a large number of honest citizens of
Westernr Australia, namely, the dust
nunisanee and the lack of adequate ven-
tilation in the deepest wmines, which
was inereasing the harvest of deaths
under the dread disease known as ‘min-
ers’ complaint’ This was a scourge
which should arouse the attention of
every man interested in the welfarve of
-his fellow men. The disease was the
product of unfavourable eircumstances
underground, which sapped the health
and even the lives of the men working
there.  Except steps were taken to
remedy the conditions this bharvest of
deaths would increase year by year.”
When making these observations he had
known precisely what he was speaking
of. He had worked with men who to-day
were lying in their graves, or who were
in the sanatorinm, or bad heen foreed
to seek other ocenpations. He had known
them, and had refused when employed in
a mine, to work in the same place and
earn the same money, for he kmew he
wonld go the same way as they did. What
did the Minister do? He took action.
not with the purpose of trying to find
out whether one-half he (Mr. Bath) had
said was true, or whether the statements
made by the member for Cune were true.
hut he set to work to try and disprove
the statements. A sort of inquiry was
held. hut how could a mining inspector,
by a cursory examination of n man, give
in a report submitted in a day or two,
a proper nccount of n matter of this kind.
or disprove the criticisms that had been
passed upon the question. I§ was neces-
sary (hat a man shounld follow the ocen-
pation for years or know those who were
following it. It was not every day that
the miners were subjected to the same
conditions. hmi it was true that on re-
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peated occasions they bad (v go into
dust-laden air, which undoubledly led
them to eontract the disease which in-
evitably threatened their lives. Since then
there had been proof fortheoming of the
statements of other men which had led
the Minister, and the Government as a
body to realise that there was serionsness
in the sintements made, and to appoint
a commission of inquiry to ascertain how
far the discase extended and what steps
it was necessary to take to minimise the
disease, and it was hoped, stamp it oal.
There was one other matter he wished
to refer to and that was with regard to

.the assistanee which was rendered Lo min-

ing development. The Minister bad
stated that as far as the mining vote was
concerned and in the provision of water
supplies, a great deal had been done to
assist the mining induostry. As far ‘as the
great bulk of the money that hed been
expended in assisting mining development
was concerned hawever, it had not been
expended in the right direction, nor by
the right people, and until the Minister
was relieved of the responsibility which
resied upon him, or was relieved of the
autoeratie right which he had in the dis-
tribution of the money, and wuntil he
could eall to his assistance the advies of
those who had practical knowledge of
mining ‘requirements, there was not go-
ing to be & change for the better. This
had been urged hefore, and it would be
better not to vote money, espeeially
from loan fund, until we had a beiter
assaranee 1hat the money would be spent
with greater wisdoie and greater reeog-
nition of the advice of those on the spot
who knew the different districts, and who
were in a position to give advice whick
was worlh following, He had offered
these sugeestions because e was inter-
ested in seeing the nining industry
flourish, and notwilhstanding an ap-
parent deeline in the gold yield and the
number of men employed, he helieved
from the reports we heard and from the
optimism expressed not from the man in
the street or the mere Press reporter, but
optimism of the men engaged in the in-
dustry. thal we were in for a revival in
mining. The Minister had said that there
wore lhese who critieised the State bat-
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tery system and  said that the system
wns not in the best interesls of mining
development, He {Mr. Bath) wished to
dissent entirely from that view. One
had oniy to compare the produetion of
a field like East Coolgardie, where the
balk of the mines were owned by foreign
capital, with the gold yield from a dis-
trigt like the Murebison, where the mines
were owned by local people and com-
. panies, and compare the number of wmen
employed winmng that gold, and il would
he seen thai the smaller yield was pro-
portionalely muech better for the State
. than the yield from a field like East
Coolgardie, where the bulk of the re-
torns went oniside the Stale. Under these
direnmstances the hattery system should
he snech as to foster local development
and enable the Jueal ecompanies to work
their shows. Tt. wonld be in the best in-
terests of the State and in the interests
of members of the House to see that the
. system was properly administered and
placed on a proper and systematic basis.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (in
reply): If no other member desired to
speak generally, he would say a few
words with regard to the points raised
and the statemenis made that very little
consideration was being given to the pros-
pector, and that the action of the Gov-
ernment showed it to he more in sym-
pathy with the agrienltural than the
mining industry. He defied any member
to point to any State in Australia where
the same work and the same expenditure
was heing carried on for the purpose of
agsisting the prospector and those who
tried to develop the mineral industry, as
wag the case in this State. He defied any
member to point to any country in the
world where the same expenditure was
heing earried on for the purpose of
opening up back country. It had been
said by the member for Mt. Magnet thal
we had expended a considerable sum of
money and that we had got but small
returns, It was as well that members on
the Ministerial side of the ‘House should
know how the mining indusiry had been
treated.

Mr. dnewin: There are very few there
te listen to you.
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The MINISTER FOK MINES: That
rould not he helped. In conneelion with
the waler supplies since 1901 we bad
spent over £238,000 in the back country
putting dewn wells, bore wells and dams
and finding water suplies generally. The
working expenses and administration in
connection with that, without asking for
interest, totalled £115000 and the rev-
enne derived was £066,000, so that £50,000
was lost in that period with regard to
working expenses alone withont asking
any return other than an indirect retorn,
and any person could estimate how valu-
able the indirect advantages were. The
same thing did not apply to the agrienl-
tural industry where the Minister for
Lands had proposed certain money should
be expended to construct dams; he had
just passed legislation that the cost of
this wark should be a charge on Lhe ad-
jaeent leldings. Mining had no seeurity
of that sort. With regard to batteries,
there had been expended £270,000, and
the Government had never yet asked
that ihe balteries should pay one penny
interest or sinking fund. There had been
a loss of £20,000 on working, and the
Treasury had asked that there should be
ghown a small surplus over working ex-
penses.

Mr. Bath: A good lump of that was
speat from revenue.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
did not matter; it was capita]l expendi-
ture in connection with the work. As
far as the charge in the Treasury against
the development of mining at the pre-
sent time, which, of conrse, included the
telegraph line to Wiluna and the eon-
struction of roads and dams in the old
Jdays, was coneerned, there was £1,400,000
charged up to the development of gold-
fields for which there had bheem no return
exeept an indirect return. Since the days
of Sir John Forrest the State had done
all that it possibly and legitimately
conld to assist the mining industry, and
be could not but believe, if hon. members
opposite were in office, they would pur-
sne the same policy, and recognise the
indirect advantages of expenditure of this
money, and they would be only too
pleased to give money to whoever had
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the portfolio of the Mines Department,
to assist in the development of these arid
yet auriferous belts. In c¢onnection with
our battery system, it was to be regretted
that the leader of the Opposition should
have thought fit to endeavour to intro-
doce some hidden meaning into the ques-
tion of Mr. Dunstan’s association with
the smelter at the time that it was sold,
Mr. Duustan at that time being in charge
of it. Mr. Dunstan, the superintendent of
batteries, was chosen by tbe hon. mem-
ber’'s own colleagues, and did not’ smelt
100 tons at Phillips River. He went there
and his first recommendation was that a
new smelter should be erected and he
was engaged on its erection when it was
decided to sell the smelter. In connection
-with this work it had been said that Mr.
Dunstan’s work had been disadvantageous
to the community, that we had losses,
and because the Minister had made =
small inerease in the charges, it reflected
against the administration, It had al-
ready been peinted out that the revenue
the department were receiving per ton
under the old sliding scale before Mr.
Dunstan was in charge, was 1ls. 4d. per
ton. Feeling satisted that by good ad-
ministration it wonld be possible to bring
about the treatment of a larger ton-
nage of stone by reducing the cost,
the charges were reduced during 1908 to
9s. 3d., or 25 1d. less than they were the
year bhefore. In addition to that, the de-
partment did not previously pay their
customers for slimes. That system was
introduced, and last year there was paid
to the department’s customers between
£15,000 and £16,000 more for sands and
slimes than was paid in the previous year.
Reductions were made in the costs for
the year on the basis of the 2s. 1d. per
ton, and the charges were reduced to those
who used the State batteries in 21 months
by no less than £16,625. That was the
effeect of the administration of Mr.
Dunstan, who had been spending a
large sum of money trying to bring
these plants more up-to-date.  Last
year the department spent £3,400
of its revenue in building up and
perfecting  those planis, and he
{the Minister) felt quite satisfied that
each year we would be able to show bet-
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ter returns than had been shown in the
past. It was found ineumbent on instrue-
tions from the Treasury to make a small
tnerease. There was no need fo go
through all the arguments again. The
member for Dundas bad drawn ateution
to certain promises made in eonnection
with Phillips River. These people had
the cheap freighis from the coast whieh
were promised, and instructions had been
given that the ramps should be instantly
built, and the Railway Department had
ordered the timber. Unfortunately this
timber had been earried to Esperance or
Israelite Bay, aod in copsequence there
had been delay. The hon. member knew
the diffieulties in connection with earry:
ing out works in a place like that. It was
desired to be careful in eonneection with
Phillips River, Although he (the Min-
ister) was satisfied that the district was
going to be a big one, and although the
retarns so far had been very satisfac-
tory, the department anticipated a re-
venue of £20,000 a year as ageinst an
expenditure of £11,000, and that amounnt
probably would be exceeded according to
reports. So far he felt assured that there
was going to be a big trade there. The
people were demanding more trucks, but
there was very great expense involved in
sending trucks down to Phillips River.
Mr. Hudson: The trouble is the smelt-
ers are lying idle for the want of ore,
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Any-
how sufficient trueks had now been sent
to satisfy them. In connection with the
question of wharfage he had told the
deputation that this was a matter affect-
ing the whole State, and that be eould
make no promise. In order to give every
faeility for getting the low-grade proposi-
tions treated as fairly as possible he had
sent a recommendation to Cabinet that in
connection with ores no wharfage charges,
outward or inward, should be made. The
member for Mt, Magnet had drawn atten-
tion to a number of things. He (the
Minister) was not going into the ques-
tion of any promise made by him io the
hon. member on the occasion of the hon.
member’s visit; but be bad' written to
the hon. member, and he would again ask
could the hon. member, ar any other sane
person conceive what object he (the Min-
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ister) would have in deliberately deceiving
thd hon. member, and making an enemy
of him in conneetion with this matter?
W wonld be a most foolish thing to do,
for it could achieve no possible object.
The hon. member had had a great deal
to say in regard to the manner in which
he had been treated, but he (the Minis-
ter) would like to remind him that when
the district of Yonanme was opened up
tie (the Minister) had sent the water
supply people into the district and, at
the solicitations of the hon. member, had
sent the Government geologist into the
district to make a report as to the ad-
visability of puiting in a State mill. That
officer had reported that he regarded the
district as a wortbless one.  The hon.
member was acquainted with the contents
of that report, and he knew also that he
(the Minister) had gone 60 miles out of
his way to visit the distriet, and had ie-
spected the mines up till 10 o’clock at
night, in eonsequence of whieh he had
recognised thal there were chances before
the districr, and that if the Government
did not do something in the way of put-
ting a mill there, every man in the dis-
triet would have to clear out. Th: Gov.
crament had put the mill in, end the mill
had justified itself, and it was now salis-
factorily proved that the distriet was go-
ing to be a gooed one.

--Mr. Troy: And I have given you every
credit for it both in the House and in
the distriet.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Ow-
ing to representations made by the hon.
member and by Inspector Lander that a
battery should be put in at Messenger’s
Pateh, the battery had been put in, and
the man in charge had heen crushing for
the past few weeks. Now if had just
bieen learnt that the distriet had erushed
aut, and that it wounld be necessary to
send a caretaker to take over the battery.
It was unforiunate for the hon. member
and for himself (the Minister) and it
was to be hoped that some new discov-
ories would be made. It only went to
show the hon. member how easy it was
for him to make mistakes as well as for
him (the Minister). The hon. member
could not say that he (the Minister) had
not heen solicifous for his (the hon.
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member’s) district, He (the Minister)
did not admit that the two-head mill was
a mistake. He thought that on a pro-
spector’s show the two-head mill would
be a magnificent propesition, On the last
¢uarter the total loss at Linden had been
ooly £21. The men who brought their
stone to the two-head mill should feed
the mill, when the expenditure would bs
very small indeed. .

Mr. Taylor: It would increase the cost
of erushing to the prospector.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
would depend on the man. He did not
think the prospector would be able to
erush it below 12s. or 14s. per ton. How-
ever, he would not build any more two-
head mills, The Governmen: were put-
ting in a five-head mill at Mount Sir
Samuel, and a five-head mill at Marble
Bar, with producer gas plants at each of
them, The State mills were beginning
to reach a condition of perfection hither-
to unapproached. Many mistakes bad
been made, but these were inevitable, It
bad been said the Government ought to
pay for the sands within two wonths.
Hon. members knew that the department
had not the necessary capital. The eash
had first to be obtained before the de-
partment could pay its customers.

Mr. Collier: But that does not cause
a delay of three months,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
meant a delay of two months, Some time
ago the department had been very short
of eash and the prospectors had to wait
nearly two and a half months.

Me. Collier: I have a letter stating
that they have waited three months.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
was seareely so. It was necessary at firoes
to wait for the assay values and effect an
asreement as to ihose values, [i bad heen
made eompulsory that the assayer and the
battery manager should have their assay
values at the one time. Tf they did not
do that the coustomer had to accept the
battery manager’s assay value. There
might be some delay in securing the
agreement of assay values, but as a rule
two monihs from the time of crushing
was all the department required. The
difficulties of treating the ore had o be
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considered. For instance, in & district
like Menzies with its oxides, sulphides,
and all sorts of complex materials every-
thing might be going hicely at the treat-
ment works when some unexpected min-
eral would get into the sands and sicken
the ecyanide solution, thus Yrinring
about & considerable loss before the
staff bad any knowledge of it. These
were treating diffienlties, in addition
to which the hest of managers was
liable to make a mistake. ijstakes
had been made, costing hundreds of
pounds. Again, every man who had
sands thonght his material was of the
greatest value of all at the battery, So
when all things were taken into consid-
eration it wonld be admitted that the
number of complaints arising from the
batiery system were very few indeed.

Mr. Collier: It should not be necessary
to wait so long, considering that the gold
is won.

The MINISTER ¥OR MINES: The
department had not the capital with
which to pay cash. The department
had to get the gold from the mint
before it could pay ils ecustomers.
It had been thought that the batteries
should be established as a trading con-
cern, and be allowed to work on a irad-
ing account. He would be pleased indeed
to see the system placed on that basis.
He had bad a very exhaustive report
from the inspeetor, which showed that
for the first time for many months the
hattery system disclosed a profit of a
little over £500 on the last quarter, while
at seven batteries the crushing charges
were paying expenses. For the first time
in the history of the battery system the
erugbing returns had paid the costs. Last
year the cost of erushing was 12s. 1.99d.
per ton. For the third quarter of this year
the cost was 10s. 4.4d. per ton, The im-
provements in the past 12 months were
showing resulis, and he hoped at the end
of the year we would be able to show
particularly good results. He was hope-
ful of it, but at the same time his in-
struetions were to make working ex-
prevses. The increase was very small. He
had considered the sliding scale would
bring about more tonnage, but though
for the three years prior to adopting it

[ASSEMBLY.]

95,000 tons per year were crushed, the
result of the sliding scale, advoeated by
the member for Mount Magnet and
others was that, instead of the tonnage
inereasing, it decreased. Although the bat-
teries were increased in number, the total
tonnage was on lhe average less than
previously.

Mr. Troy: Will yon explain how you
think you are going to maoke the tonnage
up by making an increased rate?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
would pay expenses and there would
probably not be certain shows such as
the Sirdar erushing. The Sirdar had an
enormrus quantity of dirt, the actual
eosl of treating whieh was over 10s. a ton.
but they were getting it treated at 7z, 3d.
a ton. Now they would have to erush by
the bour at the actual cost or at the rate
of 10s. a ton. Arrangemenis were made
by which people with higher grade stone
would pay extra charges. He hoped the
explanations given would prove aceept-
able and that members would see their
way to pass the Estimates.

General debate concluded; Votes and
Iterss discussed.

Ttem, Clerks (34), £5,391:

Mr. TROY: Mr. Shapeott, one of the
elerks who received £234, had told him
an untruth ard it was due to the Com-
mittee to punish this officer. For Mr.
Shapeott he had previously held every
respect, and he had thought him a cap-
able officer. In fact Mr. Shapcott had al-
ways treated him with the greatest cour-
tesy and respeet, and against Mr. Shap-
cott there was previously no complaint
on his part, but this ofticer had told him
an untruth. In the interests of his con-
stituency he had endeavoured to get the
ear of the Minister week after week, but
was denied the opportunity. He rang up
Mpr, Shapeoit on several days only to be
told that the Minister was out. On one
day he rang up several times and tgain
Mr. Shapeott said the Minister was out;
but happening to hear another member
in conversation with the DMinisler sver
the telephone, he immediately rang up
Mr. Shapeott and Mr. Shapeott replied
thal the Minister was not in and had nét
heen in all day, and thst be did not know
where the Minister was. Other members
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-of Parliament were amazed when he told
them of the nccurrence. An officer who
did this was not deserving of his posi-
tion. Certainly the oflicer was wrong in
giving the statement over the telephone.
Had the offiver spoken the truth he {Mr.
Troy) wounld lhave been content, but he
ohjected to heing told a lie. Therefore
he moved—
That the item be reduced by £234.

. The MINISTER FOR MINES knew
nothing whatever of the circumstances
in eonnection with what the hon. member
had said. The clerk had been eight
years in the office, and was one in whom
he had the most unbounded confidence.
He was satisficd also that those who
knew the officer appreciated him, and he
could not understand the circumstances
detailed by the hon. member, because
he (the Minister) was always prepared
to tell any hon. member he had mno
desire to receive that he was engaged,
or something of that sort. The com-
mittee should not take the awmendment
seriously. Mr. Bhapcott was a most
useful officer especially in recess, and
particularly during the Premier’s absence
when it was often necessary to have him
back in the office at night. The officer
had never refused to work overtime,
and had never failed his Minister in
that regard, but had not received six-
pence overtime for all the work done
for the department.

Mr. Heitmann :
paying him enough.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : That
was not the fault of the Minister ; the
salary was fixed by the Public Service
Commissioner. ’

Mr. SCADDAN: The member for
Mount Magnet had no desire to censure
the officer if the officer wasnotresponsible:
and after hearing the Minister, the
hon. member would probably not go
further wo far as the officer was con-
cerned, but would ask the Minister for
an explanation in connection with the
matter. Apparently someone was re-
sponsible.  No doubt the circumstances
deteiled by the member for Mount
Mn-net were correct,  Either the Minister
had instrrcted Mr. Shapeott to tell the
smember f{uvr Mount Mammet that he

Then you are not

(1.}

was not in his office, or Mr. Shapcott
had taken the responsibility upon him-
self. The Minister had unbounded con-
fidence in Mr. Shapcott, and so had
every hon. member, but evidently Mr,
Shapcott did as he was told to do.
He was not the only public servant who
did that sort of thing. Ministers in-
structed their clerks that they were not
in to anyone. It was unfair that Mm-
isters should ask those clerks to tell
deliberate lies to members and other
visitors. .o

The CHAIRMAN: The member
must not say that Ministers did that.

Mr. SCADDAN : It was no use say-
ing anything else.

The CHATRMAN :
not say it.

Mr. SCADDAN : Would the Minister
deny that they had not informed their
clerks to do such a thing.

The CHATRMAN : The present item
was Item 6.

Mr. SCADDAN : Would the Minister
say he had not informed his clerks to
say he was out when he was in? Did
the clerk act on his own responsibility in
gwing that message, or was it under
instructions from the Minister ?

Mr. BATH: The statement made by
the member for Mount Magnet was
correct, for he had heard a member
ring up the Minister for Mines and
speak to the Minister. The member
for Mount Magnet then asked whether
he had spoken to the Minister, and on
the reply being in the affirmative, had
rung up and was told the Minister was
out and had been out all day. .o

Mr. JOHNSON: When a Minister
desired to get through his work it wes
a practice for him to instruct his clerk
that he must not be disturbed : but
it was distinctly unfair and wrong for
@ MDhnister to say he could see some
people and not others. If one member
could pet an interview with the Minister
nthers should do the same. Why
should the Minister have objected on
the occasion in guestion to have the
interview with the member for Mount
Magnet ? Tt was important that an
interview should be given to that member,
who represented not only his own dis-

The member must
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trict but, as secretary and whip to the
party, represented frequently nther mem-
bers as well ; he should receive more
consideration thanm any other member,
On the contrary, however, the Minister
refused to concede to that member the
saeme recognition ne had conceded to
some other member. Mr. Shapcott de-
gserved all the praise the Minister had
given him, and it was wrong to condemn
him because he carried out the Minister's
instructions. During the Menzies elec-
tion he was at the station, and was
asked by another member what Mr.
Shapeott wes doing there, and was
subsequently told that he was sent there
by the Minister to see how many Lahour
members were going to Menzies that
night. On that occasion several Labour
members left Perth for Menzies, and
Mr. Shapcott happened to be on the
platform, taking particular stock of
what was going on. The point was
this, that the officer was evidently sent
there by the Minister.

The Minister for Mines: He was not.

Mr. JOHNSON: He was sent there
to watch and see what Labour members
were going away. The confidential clerk
of & Minister would be disloyal unless
he carried out the instruoctions of his
Minister. The Minister had no right
to use the clerk to do work of this des-
cription. If he had a political objection
to a particular member he should carry
out such & duty himself. The clerk
deserved the eulogy which had been
spoken by the Minister, and at the
same time it was not fair t0 place him
in a false position.

Mr. TROY : There was no desire to
be vindictive with regard to this officer,
but it might be explained how the
incident came about. In September
last the Minister promised in connection
with the Lennonville battery

The CHATRMAN : That had nothing
to do with the. itern.

Mr. TROY : It referred to the Minis-
ter's clerk. When the House was in
recess he (Mr. Trov) desired to find out
from the Minister what decision had been
arrived at with regard to this battery
because the people affected were in an
impoverished condition. Repeated in.
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quiries for the Minister were made, and
the reply always came that the Ministor
waa not in, The clerk could not be
blamed because it was koown that he
wes acting under instructions, but it
was a miserable plan when one had
not the courage to do such a thing
himself to delegate it to sumeone else.
As Mr. Shapeott had been a victim of
circumstances there was no desire to
press the motion. With the permission
of the House he would withdraw it.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Ttem, Inspecting Surveyor and Chief
Draftsman, £330:

Mr. HEITMANN: Was one person
filling this position ; was he connected
with some other branch of the depart-
ment ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: For-
merly there were two officers, Mr. Rarlee
who was draftsman and Mr. Breen who
was  inspecting surveyor. Mr. Bariee
had been transferred to the Taxation
Department and Mr. Breen was now
carrying out the duties of both offices.

Ttem, Wardens, £4,088:

Mr. HEITMANN : There seemed to be
a good deal of difference in the salaries
paid to wardens. Would the Minister
state what salary was being peid to the
wardens of the Murchison district *

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In
his clagsification the Public Service Com-
missioner provided for one warden at
& salary of £700. Warden Troy's salary
was £700 but it had been reduced to
£600. The reduction would be a gradual
one. Of course, there were allowances
there. Many of the wardens were heving
their salaries reduced.

Mr. Heitmann: Who is receiving
£700 ? .

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
Warden Finnerty; Warden Troy was
next with £600.

Mr. WALKER : The Public Service
Commissioner had been visiting some
of the mining townships and making
investigations at the wardens’ offices.
Was the proposal to reduce the salaries
of wardens c¢oincident with an intention
to do away with certain c¢ourts in these
goldfields towns ? '
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member could rest assured that no
proposition of such a nature was before
the Government at the present time.
The Commissioner was continually
making recommendations, and had visited
the various goldfields districts with the
view of ascertaining whether all the
offices wero justified. No report in any
shape or form had, however, been made
to the Government. If there should
be any attempt on the part of the
Government to reduce the number of
offices the hon. member would be in-
formed as far as his own district was
concerned.

Mr. Collier :
in my case.

Mr. WALKER : Mr. Jull had only just
returned irom Broad Arrow, and he (Mr.
‘Whalker) had received intimation that it
was his intention, expressed at Broad
Arrow, to malke the recommendation.
The recommendation had not yet had
time to reach the Government. He was
anxious that this recommendation should
be nipped in the bud as early as possible.
He was afraid that, supposing & reso-
Iution should be arrived at to take away
the utility of the Warden at Broad Arrow,
and he (Mr. Walker) was taken into the
confidence of the Minister the confidence
might be a confidence that might have
no utility in avoiding a danger. The
information might come too late.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
would be impossible to give the hon.
member any promise. The idea was
that where it could be done with any-
thing like reasonable expense justice
‘should be brought to the people, rather
than that & large expenditure should be
foreed on the people before they could
get justice. The hon. member could
rest assured that no action would be
taken in his constituency which would
not equally affect his own (the Minister’s)
constituency and that of the member for
Mount Margaret ; nor would any action
be taken without notification to the hon.
member. Until the report was received
from the Public Service Cormmissioner
stating the reasons for making such
recommendation, it would be impossible

Youn did not do that
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for him (the Minister) to pledge himseli
to any definite action.

Mr. HEITMANN : While entertaining
every respect for the Public Service Com-
missioner he thought the officer might
have done better in his classification of
the Wardens. In Warden Troy, the
one Warden whose salary had been re-
duced, the State had an exceedingly fine
officer. Warden Troy had worked him-
self up from the bottom rung of the
ladder, and having been practically all
his life in the service, now that he was
getting on in years his salary was de-
creased, and his duties added to. The
Minister for Mines had always shown his
loyalty to those under him, but on this
occasion he might have defended his
officer better than he did.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
classification applied to the position and
not to the individual. He (the Minister)
could speak just as highly as could Mr.
Heitmann of the officer in question, yet
when the position was classified, Ministers
had no recourse but to come down to the
salary fixed.

Mr. JOHNSON : Tt was wearying to
hear the Government protecting them-
selves behind the contention that the
Public Service Commissioner had recom-
mended this or that. If the Govern-
ment did not agree to the Public Service
Commissioner’s recommendation, then
they should object. If the Minister had
not agreed to it in this cese, why had he
not objected to it and refused to adopt
it ?

The Minister for Mines: Did T say I
objected to it ?

Mr. JOHNSON : That was all right, so
long as it was clearly understood that the
Minister concurred in the recommend-
ation. It was not necessary for the
Government to accept the recommend.
ations of the Public Service Commis-
sioner. JIf in the instance mentioned
by the member for Kanowna the Minister
agreed to adopt the Public Service Com.
missioner’s recommendation, then it
would be idle for the member forKanowna
to attempt to move the Minister in the
matter. Thus it would be seen that the
sole responsibility in such a matter lay
on the Minister himself.
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Itern, State Mining Engineer, £800 :

Mr. HEITMANN : It was about time
the Minister gave an idea of what duties
were performed by this officer. After
reading many of the reports and examin-
ations of mining fields made by the State
Mining Engineer he (Mr. Heitmann) had
come to the conclusion that Mr. Mont-
gomery might be an ideal officer as a
School of Mines man. As a matter of
fact Mr. Montgomery was appointed
after passing some sovere examination
in New Zesaland, and particularly on
account of his qualifications for desling
with ecopper. However, the office was
altogether unnecessary. There were
various officers who could do the work
now being performed by the State Mining
Engineer. Moreover, mnuch of the work
was done from the head office in Perth.
Recently inquiries were made about a
prospecting vote at Davyhurst, and the
State Mining Engineer, without visiting
the locality, deprecated the staterments
made by the prospectors, and said that
the shaft had probably fallen in ; but
this shaft was sunk through country that
cost £10 & foot to sink through, so Mr.
Montgomery’s conclusion in that regard
was very improbable. However, we
should know what the duties of the officer
were.

Progress reported. .

BILL—FISHERIES ACT AMEND.
MENT.
Council’e Message.

The Council having disagreed to one
amendment made by the Assembly, the
reasons for the same were now econsider-
ed.

In Commiltee.

Mr. Daglish in the Chair ; the Honorary
Minister in charge of the Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER : There
seemed to be misapprehension in connee-
tion with the matter. Some thought
this amendment introduced a new prin-
ciple of legislation ; but, as a matter of
fact, the wording of the amendment was
exactly the same as & similar provision
in the Mining Act. Even if it were in-
advisable the principle of employing only
white labour in Australis was generally
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recognised. It was incorrect to think
the amendment would in any way affect
the pearling industry. Matters would
go on just the same as beforé in con-
nection with pearling. He moved—-
That the amendment be insisted on,
Question passed ; the Assembly’s
amendment insisted on.
Resolution reported, report adopted ;
and a Message accordingly returned to
the Legislative Council.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
As there is a possibility of my being away
on Friday 1 propose moving the second
reading of this Bill now in order that I
may get the measure on without any
unnecessary delay. I shall not occupy
more than a few minutes, and if members
object I shall not proceed. The Bill is
exactly in the terms of the Act of last
year. As hon. members are aware, it is
necessary to give authority to collect the
tax for the current financial year and to
prescribe by a Bill of this nature the
rates of the land and income tax. The
Assessment Act provides the machinery
and the method of collecting but it does
not prescribe the rate in the pound. The
rates prescribed in this Bill are exactly
those which have been in force since the
introduction of the measure in 1907, ex-
cept that half rates only were collected
for the first assessment. The same pro-
vision as Section 2 is included as appear-
ed in the Act of last year, the object being
to suspend the operation of Section 56 of
the Assessment Act by which taxes are
made payable in two moieties instead of
one. The financial year for which
the taxes are imposed commenced on the
30th June, and the basis upon which the
taxes are collected ends in December of
this year, therefore, it is impossible for
the Commissioner of Taxation to collect
a reasonable amount of the taxes by the
30th June, if the ratepayers are given
the privilege of paying in two moieties.
‘When the Land and Income Tax Assess.
ment Bill was before the House towards
the end of 1907, no exception was taken
to it on account of its permanent nature.
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It will vrepresent the views of the Govern-
ment of the day on all questions in regard
to the method to be adopted and the
exemptions to be allowed in connection
with the collection of the land and in.
come tax, whatever might be the amount
of those taxes decided upon by any
future Parliament. When the Assess.
ment Bill was passed objection was taken
to it because it was asserted that in its
present form these taxes pressed unduly
on the small income earners of the State.
The leader of the Opposition when speak-
ing on the tax said, ** The Government
have intreduced a measure of taxation
which helps these people to do as they
have done in the pest, to shift the burden
on to the working community.” And
again, “I guarantee that between 5,000
and 6,000 of the men employed on the
Kalgoorlie mines will be sasessed under
this tax.” Agein, ' Here it was pro-
pused to raise £66 out of every £100
from incomes under £300 and only a
little over 33 per cent. from incomes ex-
ceeding £300.” That argument was
used largely in view of the forecast made
by the Commissioner of Taxation when
the Bill was being discussed ? This line
of argument was generally adopted last
year when the Taxation Bill was opposed
on the ground that the incidence of the
tax was not yet apparent. The idea
evidently very largely prevailed that a
large part of the money raised under the
income tax was contributed by the
earners of small incomes. We have be-
fore us the first report of the Commis-
sioner of Taxation for the 18 months
ended 30th June, 1909, and it very closely
demonstrates that, in so far as these argu-
ments are concerned, the fears were al-
together groundless, for it gshows without
doubt that generally speaking the bulk
of the taxes raised are obtained from
those in the best position to contribute.
Tt ia shown that 76-2 per cent. of the
amount raised by thet tax was contri-
buted by these in receipt of an income of
£500 a year and upwards. This report
enables us to get a fair idea of the inei-
dence of the tax. As to the revenue
collected during 1908-9, the land and in-
come tax amounted to £71,7186, of which
£32,829 came {rom the land tax and
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£38,880 from the income tax; of the
total sum £62,479 related to the second
assessment and £19,237 represented the
arrears under the first assessment. The
Commissioner of Taxation estimates that
the revenue this year which will be col-
lected from the 30th June under the
third assessment, inclusive of the arrear
under the first and second assessmsnts,
will be £70,000 ; namely, £33,000 land
tax and £37,000 income tax. The arrears
to the 30th June last were not so large as
at the end of the previous financial year,
hence the revenue estimated for the
financial year is not quite so great as that
actuslly collected during the previous
financial year, namely, £71,716. Of the
£70,000 for the current financial year
£13,000 has been collected already. The
figures as to the revenue expected to be
received by the Commissioner are based
upon the conservative side, for the re-
result of values made through the State
reveal the fact that they are much below
those placed upon the properties by de-
partmentel valuers, In one estate the
valuation has been increased by the
present valuers by £12,000 against the
unimproved valuoe put in by the land
owner. There is every prospeect that the
amount from the land tax will be very
largely in excess of that forecasted by the
Comumissioner. The report of the Com-
missioner gives details showing the inci-
dence of the taxes for the first and second
assessments. I will draw attention to
Table D, which shows the extent to which
the incomes have heen relieved from
taxation. The general exemption of
£200 when applied to incomes which ex-
ceed £200 remitted in incomes under the
first assessment £18,561, and under the
second assessment £26,839. Similarly a
deduction of £10 for each child under 16
years of age relieved during the two
years from taxation incomes amounting
to more than £225,000. The abatement
allowed by Section 17 of the Assessment
Act, by which a deduction was made
from income whenever the land tax was
paid on the land which produced the in-
come, had the effect of remitting during
the year £6,746 to income, and it will be
observed from the table that on the whole
during the two years the incomes re.
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lieved from taxation by the special ex.
emptions amounted to nearly £4,900,000,
and the incomes remitted by the exemp-
tions amounted to £58,700, or on an
average during the first assessment the
remissions of income amounted to £2 3s,
per taxpayer with income exceeding £200,
and for the second assessment similarly
an average of £4 8s. 2d. Reference to
Table E of the Report shows that the
taxpayers with incomes from £200 to
£300 (representing 47 per cent. of the
whole of the taxpayers) paid 6 per cent.
of the income tax ; taxpayers with in-
comes fromn £300 to £1,000 (representing
46 per cent. of the whole of the taxpayers)
paid 44 per cent. of the income tax, and
taxpayers with incomes exceeding £1,000
{representing 7 per cent. of the whole of
the taxpayers) paid 50 per cent. of the
income tax. These ratios agree very
closely under each of the two assessments.
The whole of the assessments for 1908
not having been completed when the
figures were prepared the final result of
the second assessment is not shown in the
figures. A valuation of all the lands in
the South-West district of the State is
now being undertaken and will be com-
pleted by the end of next month, and
available for the third assessment. The
land tax will very lergely exceed that
anticipated. We have obtained the ser-
vices of inspectors of conditional pur-
chases in various districts. They are in
a position to know the value of the land,
while in the metropolitan area we have
had the advantage of the services of an
experienced officer of the Lands Titles
Department, Mr. Hogarth, who is au
Jait with all matters connected with the
-subdivision of land and values in the
suburban areas. We have also the
services of other officers of equal ex-
perience, and as the result of the values
we find that in nearly all cases, especially
in those of country lands, the values have
been increased very comnsiderably. In
New South Wales, Victoria and New
Zealand the legislation resembles that
adopted in this State in regard to the
Assessment Act being separated from the
Act¥prescribing the rate of tax. In
these three States as well as in Western
Australia it i3 necessary to bring up
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for approval of Parliament each year an
Act prescribing the rate for the nexé
financial year just as in the case of mum.
cipalities and road boards the rate in
the pound to be levied comes up for
revision by these local bodies once every
year. In the remaining States, namely
South Auvstralia, Queensland, and Taos-
mania, the rate of tax is contained in
the same Act or Acts as the one which
prescribed the machinery provisions. It
i8 always regarded as a distinet dis
ability when customns tariffs are frequently
altered that is to say, the inclusion of
new articles or the exciusion of articles
therefrom, has the effect of materially
disarranging trade. Similarly any al-
teration of the system of assessing
incomes for taxation would embarress and
give a great deal of trouble to texpayers—
especially business men. Under the
present circumstances taxpayers keep
their books in such a manner as to be
able to furniszh the returns requircd by the
Taxation Department, and any alteration
of the system of taxation would in many
cases cause such taxpayers a great deal
of trouble. An opportunity for annual
revision of the rate of tax enables the
Government ench year, if thought advis-
able, to increase or decrease the rates
for the next financial year according
to the needs of the Treasury, and it is a
distinct advantage to be able to do this
without brmging up for discussion the
many debatable questions which are to
be found in the Assessment Act. Further
it takes some years for the legal inter-
pretation of the Act to be finally estab-
lished on meny difficult questions which
can only be done by taxpayers appealing
against assessments to the Court of
Review, and such matters being decided
either finally by the Court of Review or by
a higher court on appeal. It necessarily
takes some vyears for decisions to be
given on all the questions which arise
incidentally in the working of the Act,
especially in regard to questions on
which decisions have not been given
in other places, and on questions where
the Act in this State differs from the
Acts in other States. There should be,
so far as possible, uniformity in the
method of taxation from time to time
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apart from the rate imposed, and to bring
uwp for revision the Assessment Act
every year would be simply inviting
slteration of an experimental nature in
the incidence of the taxes which would
prevent the results for one year being
compared with the resulta for another
.year. The cost of the working of the
Act would be greatly increased, and
considerable embarrassment would be
caused to taxpayers. After they
thoroughly understood the Act for one
year, the knowledge gained would be of
no use to them m the preparation of
their returns for the next year seeing
that the Assessment Act or method of
taxation might in the meantime be
materially altered. Taxpayers have now
become accustomed to the Land and
Income Taxes, and philosophically com.
ply, in most cases, with the requirements
of the Act, and large numbers recognise
that the taxes afford them an equitable
mesns of assisting the revenue according
to their abliity. It is anticipated that
during the coming year several questions
will ecome up for legal decision by the
Full Court or & higher court. When
these decisions have been received it
will be an opportune time to consider
any necessary amendments which are
shown to be advisable thereby ; also
when that time arrives it may be ad-
visable to consolidate into one Act the
machinery provisions for imposing In-
come Tax and Dividend Duty, the latter
being clearly of the same nature as In-
come Tax. At present there is e dis-
crepancy between the two ; the income
Teax is 4d. in the pound, whereas if one
derives an income from an investment
or shares, he has to pay 1s. in the pound.
This is & matter which must be given
consideration in the near future. I do
not know that I can give hon. members
more details, but should the occasion
arise, I rhall be pleased to do so at a
later stage.

On motion by Mr. Bath debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 11+46 p.m.
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Papers presented . . 1724
Bills : ‘Transter of Land Act Ameudmt.nt Com. ... 1721
Lund Act Amendmeut, 1R, - .. 1724
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hlectorul Act Amendnent, Com. 1744

District Fire Brizndes, Com. . 1729

North Perth Tramnways Act Amendment, Com, 1736
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»The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—CRIMINAL TRIALS,
GOLDFIELDS.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, Have any in-
structions been given to justices on the
Goldfields North of Kalgoorlie to commit
prisoners for trial at Perth instead of
at Kalgoorlie ? 2, Do the Government
meditate giving such instructions ? 3,
If it is the intention of the Crown Law
Department to change the venue of the
following criminel trials from Kalgoorlie
to Perth:—Dennis Maher, absconding
bankrupt ; Wilson, arson; Robustilli,
murder. 4, If so, why ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, No. 2, The matter has not
been considered. 3, An order has been

made changing the venue in the case of
Rex ». Maher from Kalgoorlie to Perth.
No such order has been meade or applied
for in the cases of Rex v. Wilson and Rex
v. Robustilli. 4, In the case of Rex ¢
Maher, the trial was adjourned to enable
additional documentary evidence from
Ceylon to arrive and be made available,
The venue was changed to Perth on order
by the Judge after hearing counsel for
the Crown, and the prisoner, for the pur-
pose of avoiding a delay til March next.
Maher's bankruptey proceedings are sus-
pended pending his trial, and several
witnesses reside at Perth or Fremantle.

BILL—TRANSFER OF LAND ACT
AMENDMENT.
. In Commiltice.
Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.
Clause 4—Registration of Crown leases
granted before the commencement of
the Act:



